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 The thoughts and the way psychopaths deliver their speech are 

definitely dissimilar to normal person. There are specific techniques 

they used in their verbal speech. This study analyzes the semantic 

techniques in the utterances of psychopaths during interviews on their 

experience. The method of the study is descriptive qualitative research. 

The data were in the form of utterances of the seven psychopaths and 

serial killers in The Fear Files channel. The data were classified using 

Timor and Weiss framework in analyzing the semantic techniques. The 

results show the semantic techniques covering vocabulary, figurative 

language, positive and negative connotation, anaphora and repetition. 

The most category used by the subjects is repetition followed by 

anaphora and vocabulary. The least used are positive and negative 

connotation and figurative language. Each of the psychopath represents 

the characteristics such as the expression of irresponsibility, compulsive 

lying, expression of impulsive behavior, manipulative speech, lack of 

empathy, poor behavior control. Understanding the semantic techniques 

applied in the utterances of psychopaths can have important 

implications for our understanding of the disorder, as well as for 

diagnosis and communication skills. This finding also contributes to 

comprehending the language as psychopaths as complex issues related 

to mental health and wellbeing.   

 

1. Introduction  

Understanding the utterances of psychopath is a complex issue, but from the perspective of 

language particularly on semantics, it is potential to uncover the hidden facts including their 

crime motives and background of mental health issues. It reflects that human thought is very 

complicated, abstract, cannot be guessed unless we express it well then someone will understand 

what is in our mind (Mitchell, 2021). Expressing thoughts, opinions, the common human 

emotions with the one that is not normal such as psychopath is of course different. This research 

focused on human thoughts that are not normal, which is the psychopath’s utterances or verbal 

expressions. 

Psychopaths are known to use language in a highly manipulative and strategic way, often 

exploiting linguistic nuances to achieve their goals. Therefore, the thoughts of a psychopath and 

the thoughts of ordinary people will definitely be very much different. We do not know what is in 

the minds of a psychopath without directly asking. Even the opposite, the thoughts of normal 
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people would not be understood by psychopath (Drayton et al., 2018; Viding & McCrory, 2019). 

Thoughts that are far from the common sense and full of chaos usually happen to psychopaths. 

How the psychopath describes something, someone or the way they thought is not going to be the 

same with the common people. 

The existence of psychopaths is frequently not recognized by many people. Most of them 

have anti-social personalities which make them have relationship that is not harmonious and does 

not last long (Kendler, 2006). It is easy for the psychopath to do the acts of violence. Most of 

them does not think the effect after doing it to the others. Unconsciously, the psychopaths have 

their own habits in speaking which not many people realize that they are psychopaths (Drayton et 

al., 2018). Furthermore, studying the language of psychopaths may also shed light on the 

underlying mental health issues that contribute to their behavior. For example, psychopaths may 

exhibit patterns of distorted thinking, such as black-and-white thinking, that are reflected in their 

language use. By analyzing these patterns, researchers and mental health professionals can gain a 

deeper understanding of the complex neurological and psychological factors that contribute to 

psychopathic behavior.    

In this case, the form of thoughts can be described through verbal expressions. Timor and 

Weiss (2008) stated that when someone describes themselves or the views around them, the 

speech discloses the content of the message explicitly and implicitly, sometimes beyond the 

listener's consciousness or the speaker. Verbally conveyed messages are not necessarily hidden 

messages or messages with far different purposes. Human tendency in conveying messages can 

be a crucial clue in understanding the perception of his/her social world and its problems. Unlike 

the implicit message that the speaker conveys, implicit messages are harder to predict, the real 

accurate message that describes the real meaning that wanted the speaker to be delivered. For 

example, by analyzing the semantic patterns and language choices used by a psychopath, 

researchers and mental health professionals can gain insight into their motivations, cognitive 

processes, and emotional responses. By examining the specific words and phrases used in their 

utterances, it may be possible to identify patterns that reveal their true intentions, such as a lack 

of empathy or a desire for power and control. 

The previous research that scrutinizes the language of psychopaths is Ulfa (2020) who 

analyzes the verbal section that is uttered by the psychopath, which is through semantic and 

morphology. She does the research to find many kinds of speech techniques used by psychopaths 

using semantic and morphology techniques. A few kinds that use semantic techniques are 

vocabulary, repetition, figurative language, positive and negative connotation, and anaphora. The 

used morphology techniques are nominalization, passivation, first-person plural and second-

person plural. As for this study, this research focuses on the verbal language research of 

psychopath and taking semantic techniques to be analyzed from YouTube video with the names 

of "The Fear Files" channel. The framework of Timor and Weiss (2008) is used as the only 

theoretical framework of this study to analyze the psychopath and whether they have the 

tendency in expressing themselves during the interview. 

 Current research has tried to uncover the characteristics of the psychopaths from several 

view-points including the maxim used in their utterance, their behavior and narrative styles, also 

their non-verbal communication. Savira (2019) analyzed the way the psychopathic character did 

the violation of maxim in the movie "Gone Girl".  Kornelia (2021) discusses psychopathic 

behavior in the Emelie film by Richard Raymond and Harry Herbeck. She found four common 

psychopaths are namely victim, artist, evil psychopaths and professional psychopath. The 

psychopath's effect that the main role has are; not respecting each other, not being afraid of his 

behavior, not having the sense of responsibility, and not regret killing. Gawda (2021) identifies 
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how to differentiate the narrative styles of people with psychopathic personality traits based on 

linguistic indicators. The result shows there are two configurations of language features 

associated with the high level of psychopathic deviate patterns namely demonstrative-digressive-

egocentric-emotional-dogmatic, and reserved-focused on the topic-repetitive. Harper (2022) 

concerns how the psychopaths can detect the victim's vulnerabilities by understanding their body 

language The illustrated psychopaths can accurately identify vulnerability and submissiveness by 

reading facial and body language cues and identifying the person as a 'victim' based on the gait. 

 From the several previous studies above, it is clear that there is still a need for more 

empirical findings concerning how the psychopaths speak about the result of their thoughts about 

themselves, other people, their pasts, and how they express everything in general. Therefore, this 

research focuses on two things. First, the semantic techniques of verbal language that 

psychopaths utter in YouTube. Second, the tendencies of psychopaths and serial killers in using 

semantic techniques to express themselves in the interview videos. 

  

2. Research Method 

The aim of the study is to understand and identify the phrasal semantics of the interview of 

the psychopaths and to describe how the psychopaths express themselves in the interview videos. 

Therefore, the method of the study is qualitative descriptive research since the used data are the 

utterances produced by the psychopaths. The study used psycholinguistic approach with Timor 

and Weiss (2008) as the theoretical framework.  

The data of this study are from the videos taken from the YouTube channel called The Fear 

Files. Meanwhile the data are utterances from the result of observation of the interview videos. 

The title of the video is “4 extremely disturbing interviews with the psychopaths” (uploaded May 

5, 2021), and “3 extremely disturbing interviews with the serial killer” (uploaded May 14, 2021). 

There are several steps in collecting the data. First, the researchers downloaded the videos 

in the ‘The Fear Files’ YouTube channel. Then, they observed the utterances of psychopaths in 

the interview videos. To help understanding the utterances of the data then they made the 

transcript of the psychopath’s utterances. The final step is data display.  

 The analysis of the data is done by classifying the utterances based on the first problem of 

the research which is the types of the semantic techniques of the psychopaths. In this case, the 

researchers analyzed the verbal speeches of psychopaths in the two interview videos, creating a 

chart with the results of analysis from semantic techniques by using Timor and Weiss (2008). 

The researchers also coded down the category of data into the semantic technique which consist; 

Vocabulary (V), Figurative Language (FL), Connotation (positive and negative), Anaphora (A) 

and Repetition (R). Second, elaborate the analysis of the psychopath analysis. In term of how the 

semantic techniques are used. The final stage is making conclusion. 

 

3. Findings and Discussion 

The data of the research are the utterances of the total ten psychopaths in the three videos 

YouTube named ‘The Fear Files’ channel. Aside from the psychopaths, there is a video 

containing the interview of the serial killers with the interviewer. The serial killer behaves almost 

like a psychopath. The form of the data which were utterances or phrases or sentences was 

transcribed into sentences by transcribing the videos.  

The first video of the interview with the psychopath with the title “4 extremely disturbing 

interview with the psychopaths” consist of four men that seems in their mid-thirty. The first four 

men was wearing formal suit with no ties and semi-casual clothes. The psychopath men were a 

molester to his stepdaughter.  
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The second video of the interview with the serial killer with the title of “3 extremely 

disturbing interview with the serial killer” consist of three men. The three men seem to be in their 

thirties and forties. The target of murder of these men was unknown or random people, relatives 

of the family and college girls. 

The first man tells the incident about the beginning of how he molested his stepdaughter. 

He also kind of abuses his daughter. He sees his stepdaughter ass the perfect mate to do sexual 

thing, which is sex. He only cares about the sex. The first men told his story as if he did not feel 

disturbed recalling the incident. In the video, it can be seen that he was calm. He did not have any 

expression shows. His eyes seem empty. 

The second men were an abusive father to his son. His appearances were just like any other 

men in their mid-thirties. He wore sunglasses and casual clothes. In this case, he was abusing his 

son and his wife. He makes up stories about his son, so he appears to be not getting well with the 

father to other people. He also beating and raping his own wife if she did not do like what he 

wants. He does not have any expression and his eyes also seem empty. It seems he does have any 

hand gestures. He seems to be a bit guilty for beating his son, but not his wife. 

The third men were a molester to a 23 years old woman. He wore a semi- formal suit. The 

man seems to be younger than the previous men in the interview. He does not do any of hand 

gestures. His face and eyes were empty of emotions. He had done work in the same company of 

the wife as a disguised man two months prior. He pretends to be interested in the sale motor of 

the husband to visit the house. He intended to molest the woman and planning to suicide after. It 

seems he does not have a stable emotional condition considering he cries after the woman refuses 

to stab him with the butcher knife. 

It seems the fourth men were to be in the mid of his thirties. Just like the previous men in 

the interview, he also wore a semi-formal suit without a tie. He does not do any of the hand 

gestures, only the face is shown in the interview. He seems telling the story with no problem. He 

seems relaxed and calm mannered. In his case, the victims were young boys with close relations 

to him and one female. He molested without them realizing it. He manipulates all of his victims 

to be able to molest them. The total of his victims are 1250 males and one female. He has already 

molested young boys for over nine years. 

The fifth men were a serial killer. His name was Gerard John Shaffer junior. He was 

suspected as a murderer when he served as a sheriff’s deputy and imprisoned in 1973. He was 

suspected for murdering two people. However, he was suspected of murdering many more. He 

frequently appealed against his conviction but privately boasted verbally and writing of killing 

more than 30 women and girls. He was stabbed to death in his prison cell in December 1995. In 

the interview video, his face is empty of any facial expression and so were his eyes. He looks like 

in the middle of his forties in the interview. Also, his hand gesture does not appear either. It 

seems he wears a prison uniform. 

The sixth man were named Edmund Emil Kemper III, an American serial killer and a 

necrophile, a person who likes to have sexual activities with corpses, killed 10 people, including 

his paternal grandparents and mother. He was given a nickname as a co-ed killer because most of 

his victims are female college students. It was unfortunate for him because he has a high height 

(6 feet 9 inch) and IQ which is 145. In the interview, it seems he was emotional most of the time, 

he cried and regretting the choice of killing his mother and have a lot of arguments with her. 

The seventh men named Oddie Woodtule. He was an American drifter and serial killer. 

With his accomplice named Lee Lucas Toole killed about six people which is later both made a 

confession letter and died because of cirrhosis at the age of 49 years old. Throughout the 

interview, he seems to have unstable emotions. He often laughed hysterically and then his 
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expression back to be a serious one. This emotion repeats a few times in his interview video. He 

also looks like to be regretting his past actions. He also wears the prison’s uniform. 

 

3.1 The types of semantic techniques used by the psychopath in the interview videos 

 

In this section, the researchers found 34 data related to the speech techniques of 

psychopaths in the “The Fear Files” channel YouTube video. The whole data will be listed and 

can be seen in the appendix. The researcher minimized it into 13 data to avoid saturated data 

based on the kinds of psychopath's speech using semantic techniques according to Timor and 

Weiss (2008). The researcher turned down the category of the data into the kinds of semantic 

techniques. The summary of the findings is represented in figure 1. 

 

Repetition (35%)

Anaphora  (21%)

Vocabulary  (21%)

Connotation (15%)

Figurative Language (8%)

 
  Figure 1. Semantic techniques of psychopaths in the interview videos 

 

a. Repetition  

Repetitions, whether within the same expression or in synonymous expressions, have 

various functions, which include emphasizing the expression and reinforcing their validity as well 

as unifying the text (Halliday & Hasan in Timor & Weiss, 2008). There are many repetitions that 

emerged in the data, one of the examples is in datum 1 as follow.  

When I was the punisher I was the, I was the one who decided punishment over the children 

I was the one who spanked the children; I was the one who punished the children (M.1). 

The sentences are produced by the first men. He was a molester to his stepdaughter. He 

describes the molestation like it was a normal activity. He does not feel disturbed about telling it 

in front of the interviewer. In his perspective, he was appropriate to educate and give punishment 

to his stepdaughter if she made mistakes. Also, he thinks that what he was doing to his 

stepdaughter was considered normal. He also shows repetition in the sentence ‘I was the one 

who’ to emphasize and deliver a message that he is the suspect who abuse and molest his 

stepdaughter. In this datum, it comes to the conclusion that it can be classified into figurative 

language, positive connotation and repetition. 

The first man in the interview told the incident in detail and relaxed manners as if it was a 

normal incident to be told. It was a well-detailed explanation although he has some sentences 

repeated. He also made a few eye contacts and used a few hand gestures with the interviewer 

shows that he was not nervous or felt any guilt. 

The similar typology of repetition is found in datum 8, datum 9, and datum 13. The 

function of repetition was to justify the act of crimes by him to his stepdaughter. Most of the 
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datum mentioned above is for the psychopaths to emphasize their statement and justify the act 

that was mentioned in the sentence.   

The other function of repetition to reinforce their validity. Different from emphasizing the 

expression, the structure of repetition in reinforcing their validity is in one sentence or clause 

such as in datum 2 (I would I would), datum 4 (turn my stales turn myself), datum 10 (If only If 

only). Based on the many data mentioned, the psychopath has failed to form clear sentence where 

the repetition does not appear. 

 

b. Anaphora    

Anaphora is using general term to relate to a word or concept that was mentioned or hinted 

previously. This usage enables the speaker not to call things by their name but merely to hint at 

them (Richards et al. in Timor & Weiss, 2008). The example of anaphora is in datum 3 as follow 

I will have the perfect sexual mate for sexual purposes anything else didn’t matter it was sex 

that was it. I didn’t care about it really, honestly, I didn’t love the child I wanted the child for 

my own purposes (M.1). 

The data above shows that the psychopath does not consider his stepdaughter as his own 

child. He views her as an adult who is perfect as his partner for sexual activities. He does not care 

about his daughter, all that matters to him is sex only. The way he pronounced the phrase 'perfect 

sexual mate' were really slow, as if he tried to emphasize each word. He says he really sees his 

stepdaughter as a partner for sex only. The word ‘sex’ in the sentence above shows how he views 

his anaphora regarding his sexual activities with his stepdaughter. Before the word sex, there are 

two proper nouns that conceal the real meaning of the concept, which is 'it'. The word 'it' refers to 

the activities the psychopath does with his stepdaughter. The word is 'sex'. In his mind, there is a 

possibility that the activity that he does with his stepdaughter is not violating any norm or law.   

 

c. Vocabulary 

Vocabulary is one of the indications which can show the pattern of someone’s language. 

The choice of words testifies to the speaker’s inner preoccupation with their issue. The content of 

the expressions points out the speaker’s feelings about the situation they faced (Ulfa, 2020). The 

example of vocabulary is in datum 4 as follow. 

Uh, and there was actually one instance where i went to the police station myself to turn my 

stales turn myself in, and the police stated the officer at the desk told me to go home and 

sleep off my drunk (M.2). 

The sentence above was from the second men. He was an abusive man to his son and his 

wife. He was an abuser and molester to his son and his wife. In this sentence that he uttered, the 

phrase 'sleep off my drunk' can be concluded in as a vocabulary. The phrase ‘sleep off my 

drunk’ seems to have meaning that the psychopath should just go home and relieve the alcohol 

that he has drunk. While uttering the sentence above, the psychopath does not seem to be in a 

hurry. He says it slow like he is telling a story. He did not do any hand gestures either. He only 

glancing a few times to the camera installed in the room and to the interviewer. Although the 

researcher does not know the reason, it seems he does not feel comfortable facing the camera. 

Instead, he looks at the interviewer most of the time. 

Psychopaths do not hesitate to use some kind of vulgar, harsh, or taboo vocabulary since 

they have committed crimes many times and do not feel guilty after doing it. In datum 10, the 

psychopath utters the word 'cage' instead of saying it directly as prison. In datum 11, he also said 

'a tribute' after they cut off the head of the victims, in which all of them are young women and 

girls. From the mentioned datum above, it can be seen that psychopathic individual does not have 
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any sympathy or conscience, they failed to have any normal emotions like any other normal 

human. The same also goes with datum 5 (gun consciousness).    

 In general, among psychopaths, since they were involved in many crimes, certainly their 

vocabularies also consisted of that. However, in this study, the vocabularies are not too deep or 

taboo into criminal activities, such as; sleep off my drunk (datum 4). The meaning behind those 

phrases is to get rid of the effect because of the liquor in his sleep. The same goes with datum 5 

'my buttons', which means doing things to create such a strong emotional reaction from someone, 

especially in negative emotions such as anger, irritation or exasperation. In this case, someone 

that is mentioned is the psychopath himself. 

 

d. Connotation 

Connotation covers the positive or negative connotations that indicate the underlying 

communicative messages that the expression conveys beyond its literal or objective meaning 

(Leach in Timor & Weiss, 2008). The example of connotations in this study is datum 12 as 

follow. 

Still I'm like a puppet on a string and I entertain her she knows all my buttons and I dance 

like a puppet (M.6). 

This sentence was said by an American man and a serial killer. His name was Edmund 

Emil Kemper III. In this sentence, there are three kinds of semantic techniques which are 

vocabulary, figurative language and negative connotation. The psychopath describes himself by 

saying ‘I’m like a puppet on the string’ phrase. His phrase saying ‘I’m like a puppet on the string’ 

is describing that he sees himself as a puppet that was controlled by his mother which can be 

included in figurative language as simile. Edmund was often having arguments with his mother 

when she was alive. His mother knew all of his crime that was his owns vocabulary for the phrase 

‘my buttons’.  Edmund also said ‘I dance like the puppet’ is he, Edmund obeys all his mother’s 

words and behave according to what she asks him to in their one of their arguments. In the 

sentence above, Edmund said it in monotone and flat. It was lifeless. He seems to be 

remembering the incident as it was showing in the video a home that have the possibility of 

Edmund's home back then. He does not use any hand gestures at the time. 

 

e. Figurative Language 

 Figurative language is one kind of aspects in semantic technique which consist of the 

poetic languages to dramatize the story. It also intended to convince the listener about the 

speaker’s narration. When the speaker uses a kind of figurative language such as metaphors or 

similes, it makes the utterances more concrete, more extreme and more emotionally persuasive 

(Katz in Timor & Weiss, 2008). The example of figurative language is in datum 13 as follow.  

It hurts because I’m not a lizard I’m not from under a rock (M.6). 

The sentence Edmund said above is referring to the feeling he described before killing his 

mother. The sentence above contains figurative language, negative connotation and repetition. 

The use of figurative language above can be considered as metaphor with the phrase 'I'm not a 

lizard' and 'I'm not from under a rock. By saying those phrases, Edmund feels like he is heartless 

and guilty for killing his mother. He refers those phrases to himself. In the interview, it can be 

seen while saying the sentence above Edmund was emotional and almost cried. He explained it in 

detail about the incident regarding the killing of his mother. During the interview, Edmund does 

not look to the camera that record him instead to the interviewer in front of him. His emotion was 

not sable in the whole interview when he was mentioning his mother and the arguments they had. 

His intonations were not flat as he was clenched his fist for the second time in the interview. 
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 Based on the data, figurative language is the least from every other category in semantic 

techniques. It consists of datum 1, datum 12 and datum 13. Datum 1 (the punisher), datum 12 

(I’m like a puppet on a string, I dance like a puppet) and datum 13 (I’m not a lizard, I’m not from 

under a rock) are all figurative language in the form of metaphor and similes. 

  

2. The way the psychopaths expressed themselves using semantic techniques. 

 The second section discusses how the psychopaths and serial killers answer, react to the 

questions given by the interviewer and how they behaved while telling their incidents and crimes 

during the interviews. The analyzed videos consist of seven males in their thirties until forties 

who have committed murder, molester, and serial-killers. The victims are various, from children, 

teen boys and girls, middle aged women, young women and men. The subjects of the researcher's 

analysis in this section are the seven men in the video interviews. 

 Each of the psychopaths performed a different type of psychopath. Therefore, each person 

of this study represents different type of characteristics. In this section, the researcher sorted the 

data based on the characteristics of psychopath from the first man until the seven men from both 

of the interview videos. The emerged characteristics are; lack of empathy, the expression of 

irresponsibility, expression of impulsive behavior, poor behavior control, compulsive lying, and 

manipulative speech. Each of the psychopaths represents the type of different characteristics 

mentioned above. In this section, the researcher starts with the first subject until the last subject 

of the research. 

 

a. The expression of irresponsibility 

Psychopaths are irresponsible because nothing is ever their fault. Someone else or the 

world is always to blame for all of their problems. It will make sense if you understand that 

psychopaths think of themselves as perfect being (Verstappen, 2011). The first men of the 

subjects are fitted to represent the characteristic of ‘irresponsibility’. During the interview, he 

said ‘I will have the perfect sexual mate for sexual purposes, anything else didn’t matter. It was 

sex that was it. I didn’t care about really, honestly, I didn’t love the child. I wanted the child for 

my own purposes (datum 3)'. It meant that he only cares about the 'sex' and not the child. 

This man can be considered as egocentric impulsive psychopath based on the level 

according to the news (Anggara, 2021). They act according to the will of their heart without 

thinking whether they disservice other people or not. It is believed that they have complicated 

personalities to understand, manipulative, just wanted to benefit themselves, have high ego and 

do not like to be committed.  

 

b. Compulsive lying 

Psychopaths have solved this dilemma through their premier weapon, lies. Without 

empathy, shame, and remorse they are free to lie as often and as outrageously. For the 

psychopath, lying is as easy and natural as breathing. It is why they often pass polygraphs. They 

do not register the physiological reactions that non-psychopaths would when lying. They are so 

good at lying that they can fool trained psychiatrists and even other psychopaths (Verstappen, 

2011). The characteristic of 'compulsively lying' are fitted for the second men in the first 

interview videos. He has been lying to everyone else besides his family members, and more 

importantly, he has done it for over 25 years. He said 'and I would say that I say that because of 

how long I have fooled society and how long I’ve fooled people. I’ve been fooling people for 

well over 25 years (M.2). 
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Based on what he has done to society and his family members, the second man can be 

considered the con artist type of psychopath. This kind of psychopath does not care about money. 

He was good at making up lies, charming, articulate and convincing. He also does not care about 

love and affection (Verstappen, 2011).   

 

c. Expression of impulsive behavior 

 An impulsive behavior is when you act quickly with no thought to the consequences. 

There is nothing on your mind beyond exact moment (Pietrangelo, 2020). The psychopath's 

impulsive behavior makes sense in light of their megalomania. In their world, whatever they want 

now is good, and whatever they do not want is bad (Verstappen, 2011). The characteristics of the 

third men are fitted to impulsive behavior. During the interview he said “..and I grabbed the blade 

and put the point of it right in front of my solar plexus I mean my sternum” (datum 6). And also 

“She just it wasn’t in her to kill someone and then I got angry because I had planned on suicide 

that day and I was angry because she wouldn’t do it” (datum 7).   

 The third men can be concluded as a secondary psychopath. People with the secondary 

psychopath have difficulties to conceal their emotions. Their looks like irritable, their emotion is 

easy to explode, had severe bad anger. With such nature, they stated as sociopath. The journal 

scientific studies PLOS One stated that secondary psychopaths tend to act reckless, impulsive, 

easily anxious, aggressive, and break and hurt themselves because of erratic feelings (Anggara, 

2021). This man had severe bad anger emotions to himself because the victim failed to obey his 

order to stab him with the blade he gave her. He was angry at himself and his emotions exploded 

and turned into sadness. Finally, he cried because he cannot take his own life. 

 

d. Manipulative speech 

Together with the extraordinary ability to lie, psychopaths also can manipulate others for 

their benefit. They have spent the time to study us, normal human. They knew how to push and 

control our emotions against us. Psychopaths also learn how their personalities can have 

traumatizing effects on the personalities of non-psychopaths. Like an electric eel that stuns its 

prey with an electroshock, the inhuman personality of psychopath and uncanny ability to 

manipulate can psychologically stun their targeted victims (Verstappen, 2011).  

The fourth men said in his interview ‘The child would feel such a bond of trust that the 

child would decide okay I’d like to go to sleep and I’d manipulate the child and lay them across 

the seat and molest the child with my hand on his penis by forcing my hand on his penis'. In this 

case, the victim of the fourth man was his nephew and other teen boys and girls. He lured his 

victims by manipulating them after gaining their trust for his interest and satisfaction. He raped 

and molested his nephew for over nine years. 

The fourth men are fitted to be called as charismatic psychopath. This type of psychopath is 

probably a psychopath that easily manipulates other people with their charisma. According to the 

type, they are charismatic, have such a strong influence to manipulate others. On common cases, 

charismatic psychopaths can have high social or political position in their life. However, although 

they are clever and charismatic, they often lie to trap others into their pitfalls (Anggara, 2021).  

 

e. Lack of Empathy 

Empathy is the ability to experience the feelings and emotions expressed by others within 

oneself. Psychopaths have no empathy, and as a result, they are neither truly human, nor truly 

alive. Psychopaths realize that they are different and should act as everyone to be accepted into 

society. They learn to mimic what they see others do, but they can never understand why they 

should act this way (Verstappen, 2011). 
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The fifth men committed many crimes of killing people. During the interview, he said it: ' 

They see the deliberate stranger and see it as entertainment. Ted was real he was a real man’ 

(datum 9). It can be seen from the stated datum that he regards normal people as an entertainment 

to play with. Whether he killed them or not, he does not care whatever happened to the victims. 

The fifth men were concluded to malevolent psychopath. Malevolent psychopaths are 

known in another name as Sociopath, Anti-Social Personality Disorder. They are the real life 

nightmare involved in crimes. They are a natural killer. They target the most vulnerable ones in 

society, such as old women, the disabled, and children (Verstappen, 2011). Therefore, the 

description of the malevolent psychopath fits for him.  

 

f. Poor Behavior Control 

Many of the psychopaths exhibit excellent self-control by having to pretend to be 'normal' 

for the rest of their lives. The lack of self-control comes to play when the megalomania causes 

them to do and behave exactly as they please whenever they have an urge. Megalomania is an 

obsession with the exercise of power, especially in the domination of others (Verstappen, 2011). 

The sixth and seventh men have the same characteristic that can represent their crimes: poor 

behavior control. The psychopaths are portrayed as unaffected and cold despite the horrendous 

nature of their crimes (Gullhaugen et al. 2018).  

 The sixth man cannot control his desires, and his emotions are easily triggered. He said, 'I 

said she’s got to die and I’ve got to die’ (see on the appendix). ‘It hurts because I’m not a lizard 

I’m not from under a rock (datum 13). His emotions changed to becoming sad and cried after 

mentioning the killing of his mother and their arguments. He had to kill his mother so he could be 

free from obeying his mother's orders. He also had thoughts to kill himself so that there will be 

any more victims. 

The seventh men also cannot control his emotions. During the interview, the emotions 

changed after telling the past crimes he committed. The seventh men were sometimes laughing 

hysterically as well. 

The sixth men can be concluded as psychopath under other's influence. Psychopath of this 

type do not act on their own accord but because of the influence of others. Although under the 

influence of others, these kinds of psychopath are still dangerous. Science Daily explains the old 

nature of this type of psychopath can be around us. The influence of people with higher positions 

than the culprit, made psychopaths of this type do anything they have ordered because of the 

feeling of fear. This negative response will cause psychopathic traits without realizing it 

(Anggara, 2021). 

The seventh man can be considered as Primary psychopaths. A science journal published in 

The Royal Society Publishing stated that people with primary psychopathy can hide their 

emotions very well. They tend to be clever and have charisma in their surrounding environment. 

They do not have any fear and worry becomes the main characteristic. They also have no 

innocence, difficult to have any regret, and have a true narcissistic personality (Anggara, 2021).  

 

4. Novelty of the Findings 

This study performed novelty in the approach to understand psychopath people from the 

pattern of the semantic techniques applied in their speech. While some other studies concern the 

investigation of psychopath people from the view point of psychiatric practice through the 

reconstruction of the concept of medicalization for them (Showalter, 2019). In addition, the 

current research finding took different way from Li et al. (2022) that design unbiased prompts to 

evaluate the speech of psychopath people from a psychological perspective. While Ulfa et al. 
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(2020) examined the kinds of speech techniques of psychopaths, this study also relate the 

semantic technique with the context showing the tendency of the utterance when the psychopath 

people express their experience and opinion. This study also supports the finding that 

psychopaths also can be diagnosed from the configuration profiles of the linguistic indicators or 

from their narrative styles (Gawda, 2021).  

Overall, this study contributes to the literature on understanding psychopathy by 

exploring the semantic techniques used in the speech of psychopaths and their relationship with 

the psychopathic tendencies. The study takes a unique approach that focuses on language use and 

provides valuable insights into how psychopaths communicate and express themselves. It also 

highlights the potential of linguistic indicators as a diagnostic tool for psychopathy. However, 

further research is needed to replicate and expand on these findings, and to investigate the 

underlying mechanisms that drive the relationship between semantic techniques and psychopathy. 

 

5. Conclusion and Suggestion 

This study analyzed the verbal speech of the psychopathic individuals and serial killers in the 

Fear Files channel. The data were chosen from several utterances and sentences from the seven 

subjects in the video interviews. Based on the semantic technique used by the psychopathic 

individuals, six categories are found. They are vocabulary, figurative language, connotation, 

anaphora and repetition. After the analysis of the data, repetition is the highest verbal speech 

technique used by psychopathic individuals in the interview. The second high speech techniques 

are anaphora and vocabulary. Finally, the least found from the data analysis are positive and 

negative connotation and figurative language.  

Regarding the characteristics shown by the psychopathic individuals and serial killers during 

the interview, it was found that each individual represents a characteristic of psychopathic 

individuals. They are the expression of irresponsibility, compulsive lying, expression of 

impulsive behavior, manipulative speech, lack of empathy, and poor behavior control. 

This study analyzes the verbal speech of psychopathic individuals and serial killers by 

recording videos interviews. Therefore, the next researcher with the same interest in this field 

should use different approach to get different results for the research. It could be better for the 

next researcher to interview the psychopathic individuals and serial killers directly, or by directly 

watching the process of the live interviews.  

This research has presented an identification of the characteristics of psychopaths by 

figuring out the pattern of their verbal speech. It is still a rare case in Indonesia to analyze the 

verbal speech of psychopathic individuals. Therefore, the next researcher may conduct the 

research on the utterances of psychopaths across different ethnics, cultures, ages, and dialects. 

Understanding the semantic techniques applied in the utterances of psychopaths can have 

important implications for our understanding of the disorder, as well as for diagnosis and 

communication skills. This finding also contributes to comprehending the language as 

psychopaths as complex issues related to mental health and wellbeing 
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