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Abstract

retardation in the I Am Sam movie. It is based on John Carroll’s (1985) and Hatton's 

four out of eleven types of language disorders using John Carroll’s (1985) theory and 
types of pragmatic disorders using Hatton’s (1998) theory. The types 
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John Carroll’s Theory (1985)

No 

Pragmatic 

Language 

Disorder  

Characteristic Utterance 

 

SAM: (Calling with holding Lucy, looking at Lucy and the 
window in turn) Everything's so tiny, tiny.  Tiny. Everything.  
Won't you please come over? Help.  I need somebody.  Won't 
you please please help me.
(D 01, M 07m:19s) 

 

SAM: Her mother? Her mother said "This isn't my life. I'm 
outta here when she comes. It didn't mean anything, Sam. It 
was just one night. The two of you. That's all I need..." Annie, 
what if she's sick?
(D 02, M 07m:29s) 

 

SAM: (Following child movement with rolling his body) Put 
the present there. You have to hurry, because Lucy's coming. 
Come on, hide with us.
(D 03, M 31m:27s – 31m:31s) 

 LUCY’S ADOPTIVE MOM: Maybe I can 

LUCY: Yeah…
LUCY’S ADOPTIVE MOM: Sam…
SAM: (Look at Lucy proudly) You're a Girl Scout now! Yeah, 
that's really good.
(D 04, M 01h:52m:47s – 01h:52m:50s) 

 

SAM: (Look confused) John wanted to try new things. And it 
wasn't Yoko's fault. No, it wasn't Yoko's fault. Annie says you 
can hear it on The White Album. Because John wanted to try 
new things.
(D 05, M 24m:27s – 25m:26s) 

 

SAM: (Nod nervously and waves) 
A PSYCHOLOGIST: Good. Let’s begin
(D 06, M 48m:57s – 49m:16s) 
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SAM: Sam. You can call me Sam.
(D 07, M 52m:14s – 52m:33s) 

 

RITA: …in fact any child who said they hated their parents because 

Brad's wearing a tie today... and I think the tie 
looks wonderful on you, Brad. 
(D 08, M 56m:51s – 57m:18s) 

 

(Speak loudly) I have the best friends in the whole 
world.
(D 09, M 57m:18s – 57m:34s) 

SAM : Everything's so tiny, tiny.  Tiny. Everything.  Won't you please come over? Help.  I 
need somebody.  Won't you please please help me. 

SAM: John wanted to try new things. And it wasn't Yoko's fault. No, it wasn't Yoko's fault. 
Annie says you can hear it on The White Album. Because John wanted to try new things. 
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Pragmatic Disorder and the Communication Strategies
The researcher used Hatton’s theory (1998) to identify how pragmatic disorder is supported 

No Pragmatic 
Language Disorder Utterances 

 

SAM: (Look confused, stare at other things, rarely put his eyes in to Mrs. 
Wright and the school principal) John wanted to try new things. And it 
wasn't Yoko's fault. No, it wasn't Yoko's fault. Annie says you can hear it 
on The White Album. Because John wanted to try new things.
(D 10, M 00h:24m:27s – 00h:25m:26s) 

 
 

(D 11, M 00h:54m:41s – 00h:54m:58s) 
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(D 11, M 00h:54m:41s – 00h:54m:58s) 
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SAM: (talk loudly and angrily) You don't know what it's like when you try 
and you try and you try and you don't ever get there! Because you were 
born perfect, and I was born like this! And you're perfect!  

SAM: (talk loudly and angrily) You don't know what it's like to get hurted 
because you don't have feelings. People like you don't feel anything. 
(D 12 & 13, M 01h:41m:27s-01h:42m:03s) 

 LUCY’S ADOPTIVE MOM: Whose dogs are these?
SAM: These are supplemental income. Because I wash and I walk and I 
feed the dogs. Sam Dawson has everything or your canine needs. 
(D 14, M 01h:45m:06s-01h:45m:19s) 

 SAM’S FRIENDS: (Entering to Sam’s 
SAM: I'm just getting Lucy asleep and you're making noise and 
everything. 

SAM: I'm sorry. It's always every first Thursday of every month video 
night at Sam's house. And I forgot.

SAM: You did? 
(D 15, 16 & 17, M 00h:09m:20s – 00h:10m:12s)  

 

SAM: Because, OK. Wait. This is really hard to say. For me, this is a very 
hard thing to say, but I'm gonna stay and have my dessert here with Rita... 
and I'm not gonna go to video night tonight. 
(D 18, M 01h:47m:42s – 01h:48m:59s) 

RITA: (suddenly come and talk a lot) I don't think you realize what you're up against. We have to be 
in court in three days and we don't have a decent witness. Now, you've got to know someone who 
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can testify who's been to college or has a degree of some kind or has some way of expressing 
themselves that will make the court believe you deserve... to get your daughter back. 

SAM: (staring at Rita with gaping mouths) 
The dialogue occurs after Rita has an interview with Sam’s friends. Rita feels frustrated because 

can throw a protest at Rita if he does not understand Rita’s words because Rita talks fast.

SAM’S FRIENDS: (Entering to Sam’s house) HI SAM!
SAM: I'm just getting Lucy asleep and you're making noise and everything.  

SAM: I'm sorry. It's always every first Thursday of every month video night at Sam's 
house. And I forgot. 

SAM: You did? 
The dialogue occurs when Sam’s friends, who are disabled, visit his house. They suddenly come 

fell asleep after being fussy. Sam’s friends visit him to hold 

Discussion 

67%
33%

Pragmatic Disorder in the Communication 
on Mental Retardation Character

using more submissive and indirect conversational strategies with their
peers without disability
using more dominant conversational strategies with their disability
peers
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they’re

CONCLUSION 
From the data that are taken from Sam Dawson’s utterances in I Am Sam movie, the mental 
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