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Abstract. In the contemporary global context, fostering religious and national 

moderation is critical for addressing complex international challenges. This 

manuscript explores the dual dimensions of moral and performance character 

within madrasas as potential solutions for fostering a harmonious and prosperous 

global society. Strengthening moral character, rooted in religious and national 

values, can facilitate intercultural dialogue and reduce conflict, while 

performance character, emphasizing integrity and a learner’s spirit, contributes 

to responsive governance and effective international cooperation. The manuscript 

argues that integrating these character dimensions within madrasa education 

enhances individual student development and builds a foundation for a stable and 

inclusive global community. A comprehensive review of philosophical, 

sociological, and educational perspectives highlights the importance of moral and 

performance character in shaping quality citizens capable of contributing 

positively to national and international spheres. The findings suggest that 

embedding these character dimensions in education systems can improve a 

country’s international standing and foster stronger global partnerships. 
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1 Introduction 

Religious and national moderation is becoming increasingly important in the 

contemporary international community context. The global community is currently 

facing some complex challenges [1]. An alternative solution to these challenges could 

be strengthening moral character and performance character in madrasas. This could 

offer a constructive way to build a more harmonious and happy international society. 

Strengthening religious and moral character could create a foundation for deeper 

understanding between faiths. Moderation in religious interpretation and an emphasis 

on the values of tolerance facilitate constructive intercultural dialogue, reducing the risk 

of conflicts that could harm international relations. By strengthening the moral 

character of religion in madrasa students, they are prepared to become citizens of the 

global community who contribute to forming a solid peace foundation. 

In addition to moral character, performance character also contributes to developing 

solutions for constructing a stable and prosperous world order. Countries that 

implement strengthened performance character are more responsive to the needs of 
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their citizens and are better able to respond to complex global changes. A governance 

system based on good performance character creates an inclusive political environment 

that respects human rights. Consequently, strengthening performance character can 

facilitate more effective international cooperation in the face of global challenges such 

as climate change, pandemics, and inequality. 

Together, strengthening moral character and performance character as alternative 

solutions not only responds to global dynamics but can also improve a country's image 

in the eyes of the world. Countries that demonstrate a commitment to strong moral 

character and performance, such as Finland, are perceived as more valuable in the 

global diplomatic arena. Consequently, strengthening moral character and performance 

provides solutions to international challenges and opens up opportunities to build a 

positive reputation and closer international partnerships. 

This paper proposes that strengthening character should be a foundation for 

encouraging moderation in religion and state, particularly in madrasa education, to 

create a harmonious, prosperous, and happy world society. 

1.1 Strengthening Moral Character and Performance 

The study of human character has been examined through several academic disciplines, 

including philosophy, sociology, anthropology, psychology, and education [2-7]. The 

literature on character reveals that character can be understood as two sides that come 

together. On the one hand, there is moral character, which leads to virtue and happiness. 

On the other hand, there is performance character, which encourages productivity and 

welfare. 

Students' moral character and performance are pivotal in forming a nation's quality 

citizens and society. Moral character, which encompasses elements of religiousness and 

nationalism, serves as the foundation for ethical conduct and equilibrium in daily life. 

Religion guides students in following ethical principles that promote justice, 

compassion, and tolerance. Concurrently, nationalism fosters the development of a 

robust national identity and engenders a sense of collective responsibility for progress.  

Furthermore, performance character, which encompasses integrity and a learner's 

spirit, fosters the development of students who contribute positively to various life 

contexts. Integrity is the foundation for a student's trustworthiness and credibility, 

providing a robust basis for productive and successful performance and excellence. A 

student who is considered excellent possesses the requisite skills, knowledge, and 

positive attitude to achieve their goals. It provides the foundation for innovation, 

leadership, and prudent decision-making. In contrast, a learner's spirit is a mental 

attitude open to lifelong learning. The willingness to engage in continuous learning 

enhances technical proficiency and cultivates adaptability and the capacity to contribute 

effectively in an ever-changing environment. Students and communities can establish 

a robust foundation for positive development and sustainability by grasping the 

significance of fostering moral character and performance. 

Moral character and performance are central in shaping quality students and society 

in a country. Moral character, which includes aspects of religiousness and nationalism, 

is the foundation of ethical behavior and balance in daily life. Religion teaches moral 
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values, directing students to live according to ethical principles that promote justice, 

compassion, and tolerance. Meanwhile, nationalism builds a strong national identity 

and fosters a sense of responsibility for collective progress.  

In addition, performance character, which includes integrity and a learner's spirit, 

shapes students who contribute positively in various life contexts. Integrity underpins 

a student's trust and credibility, creating a solid foundation for healthy, productive 

performance and excellence. An excellent person possesses the skills, knowledge, and 

positive attitude necessary to achieve goals. It creates the foundation for innovation, 

leadership, and wise decision-making. On the other hand, a learner's spirit is a mental 

attitude open to lifelong learning. The willingness to continuously learn improves 

technical skills and fosters adaptability and the ability to contribute in an ever-changing 

environment. Students and communities can form a strong foundation for positive 

development and sustainability by understanding and appreciating the importance of 

strengthening moral character and performance. 

1.2 Religious and National Context 

Religious and national contexts are the foundation for forming societal values and 

identity. As an integral aspect of human existence, religion provides moral, ethical, and 

spiritual guidance. In the context of religion, students develop a more profound 

comprehension of the essence of their existence and the interconnectivity with other 

beings and the natural world. The moral values derived from religious teachings serve 

as a foundation for constructing a just, harmonious, and compassionate society. 

Furthermore, religion can serve as a social adhesive, uniting students through shared 

values and fostering tolerance and appreciation for diversity. 

In addition, nationality refers to the collective identity of a community shaped by 

history, culture, and shared values. National identity fosters solidarity and a sense of 

community, laying the foundation for constructing a pluralistic yet unified society. By 

promoting an understanding and respect for diversity and nationhood, societies can 

collectively address global challenges cooperatively, harmoniously, and sustainably. 

2 Moral Character 

2.1 Religion 

Religion is central in shaping students' character, providing a strong moral foundation 

to guide their actions and attitudes. Religious values, which often manifest in spiritual 

teachings, ethics, and rites, create an ethical framework that guides students in life 

situations. Religion determines what is considered right or wrong and provides deep 

meaning and purpose to life. By realizing their position in the context of religion, 

students are empowered to live according to justice, compassion, and solidarity, 

creating a character based on high morality. 

In addition, religion also provides spiritual support and comfort in facing life's 

challenges. Involvement in religious practices can be a source of strength and calmness 
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in coping with stress, worries, and difficulties. It creates emotional bonds with fellow 

adherents and God, creating a social network that provides moral and spiritual support. 

Therefore, the significance of religion in shaping character lies not only in the 

development of student morality but also in the provision of inner strength that guides 

students through the journey of life with determination and fortitude. 

The implementation of religion in daily life includes some practical and profound 

aspects. One of the most important things is the application of moral values obtained 

from religious teachings in every action and decision. For example, religiousness can 

be reflected in business ethics, social relations, and environmental responsibility. By 

taking religious values as a guide, students can create a better surrounding environment, 

reflecting principles such as justice, compassion, and simplicity. 

In addition, daily religious practices such as worshipping, praying, and doing good 

deeds are forms of religious implementation that create spiritual closeness to God. 

These activities are a way to fulfill religious obligations and a source of inner strength 

and balance in daily life. Engaging in religious activities can help students balance the 

spiritual and material worlds, creating harmony in every aspect of life. By integrating 

religious values into daily routines, students can achieve inner peace, improve their 

quality of life, and make positive contributions to society more broadly. 

2.2 Nationalism and National Commitment 

The relationship between national commitment and identity is pivotal in forming a 

robust societal foundation. National commitment engenders an emotional bond and 

sense of responsibility towards the country, motivating students to contribute to the 

progress and sustainability of their society. On a student level, it fosters a sense of 

belonging and identity that develops from an awareness of shared history, culture, and 

values. Those with a high level of national commitment tend to have a broader view of 

the common good, a sense of attachment to their fellow citizens, and a passion for 

advancing their country. 

National identity, in contrast, is the consequence of the collective effort and unity of 

the various elements that comprise a nation's cultural, historical, linguistic, and 

symbolic unity. National commitment plays a pivotal role in the genesis and 

perpetuation of national identity. Those committed to their nationality are more likely 

to engage in the continuation of traditions, the preservation of language and culture, 

and the appreciation of history, which collectively form the essence of national identity. 

In other words, the close relationship between national commitment and national 

identity is fundamental in maintaining the sustainability of a country's cultural heritage 

and inherent values. 

Furthermore, national commitment fosters solidarity and unity within a diverse 

society. In situations of conflict or challenge, national commitment serves as a unifying 

force that transcends differences and strengthens collective bonds. A national identity 

reinforced by national commitment is the foundation for collaboration, paving the way 

for sustainable and harmonious development. Consequently, understanding and 

nurturing the positive relationship between national commitment and national identity 

represents an important step toward constructing a robust and unified society. 
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Moreover, developing robust national commitment necessitates collective action 

from students, institutions, and the government to advance national values and cultivate 

a sense of responsibility towards the country. First and foremost, education plays a 

pivotal role in forming national commitment. A comprehensive educational system 

should encompass a profound comprehension of national history, culture, and values. 

Education can facilitate the development of a sense of love and pride for one's country, 

accompanied by an understanding of the significance of collective effort in attaining 

progress. 

In addition to education, active participation in social and national activities is 

essential to fostering a strong national commitment. Students can develop an emotional 

bond with their country and fellow citizens by participating in national ceremonies, 

cultural festivals, and humanitarian projects. Participation in community and 

organizational activities that espouse national values can facilitate the formation of 

robust social networks, thereby fostering a collective consciousness of the necessity for 

the country's continued sustainability. 

The government also plays a significant role in fostering national commitment by 

implementing policies reinforcing national identity and facilitating citizen participation 

in national life. The support of cultural activities, patriotic education, and the promotion 

of intercultural dialogue can be effective instruments in this regard. Furthermore, 

encouraging inclusivity and participation at all levels of society in policy-making can 

strengthen national commitment by emphasizing that every citizen has a vital role in 

shaping a shared future. Implementing comprehensive and collaborative measures can 

facilitate the generation of a robust national commitment, thereby fostering a unified 

and empowered society. 

3 Performance Character 

3.1 Integrity 

Integrity is fundamental to a student's moral character, providing a robust foundation 

for ethical attitudes and actions [8]. First and foremost, integrity entails a congruence 

between espoused values and actual conduct. Those who exhibit integrity consistently 

apply their moral values in all aspects of their lives, achieving a harmonious balance 

between their beliefs and behaviors. In the context of moral character, integrity provides 

the foundation for ethical consistency, thereby creating reliable students with high self-

confidence [9]. 

Secondly, integrity teaches personal responsibility for actions and decisions [10]. 

Those who exhibit integrity are responsible not only to others but also to themselves 

and their values. Awareness of the ethical consequences of every action motivates 

students to make decisions that align with their moral principles. In this manner, 

integrity gives rise to a moral character that is sincere in its intentions and responsible 

in its actions. 

Finally, integrity is the foundation for trust and credibility in social interactions [11]. 

Those who exhibit integrity gain the trust of others through the consistency between 
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their words and actions. Trust is crucial in forming healthy and respectful relationships 

in performance character. Students cultivate a positive reputation by prioritizing 

integrity and creating a social environment conducive to developing a robust 

performance character. By understanding the role of integrity in forming performance 

character, students can achieve a greater degree of moral maturity, promoting the 

development of an ethical and empowered society. 

Student responsibility for maintaining integrity is pivotal to developing robust moral 

character. Students must possess a profound comprehension of their moral values. This 

awareness entails a clear understanding of the ethical principles one espouses and a 

resolute intention to align those principles with one's actions and decisions. By 

comprehending their moral values, students can establish a strong foundation for 

integrity and a moral compass. 

In addition, students must cultivate the ability to engage in self-reflection. The act 

of introspection enables students to subject their behaviors and decisions to critical 

evaluation, thereby determining their alignment with their moral values. The 

development of self-introspection skills facilitates personal growth and the pursuit of 

continuous improvement. Regular self-reflection enables students to identify and 

address potential violations of integrity, thereby reducing the development of a higher 

moral character. 

Finally, it is essential to note that maintaining integrity also requires students to be 

open to feedback from others. Accepting constructive criticism and communicating 

ideas openly and honestly with those around them allows students to gain additional 

perspective on how their actions may affect others and whether they align with their 

values. By engaging in positive interactions and responding constructively to feedback, 

students enhance their dedication to integrity and foster a social milieu that facilitates 

the development of a robust moral character. Consequently, student responsibility in 

maintaining integrity is of paramount importance in the development of robust moral 

character. 

3.2 Learner Spirit 

Cultivating a learner’s spirit plays a pivotal role in religion and the state, fostering the 

development of students who continue to contribute positively to society. First and 

foremost, a learner's spirit within the context of religion enables students to delve into 

and comprehend the tenets of their faith entirely [12]. A demand-evolving religious life 

necessitates a willingness to continue learning and absorbing religious teachings more 

deeply. A learner's spirit motivates students to pursue a deeper understanding of moral 

values, ethics, and spirituality, establishing a more robust foundation for intentional and 

meaningful religious practice. 

Cultivating a learner's spirit is paramount for comprehension and participation in a 

democratic system. Those with a learner spirit are more likely to understand their rights 

and obligations as citizens, deepen their knowledge of the political process, and be 

active in their societal roles. They can critically assess social and political issues, 

engage in meaningful discussions, and support democratic decision-making processes. 
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In other words, a learner’s spirit catalyzes active participation in a society that reflects 

democratic values. 

Furthermore, cultivating a learner spirit enables students to adapt and facilitate 

positive change. It stimulates curiosity and a spirit of exploration, allowing students to 

confront challenges and opportunities with an open and courageous attitude. In a 

religious context, a learner spirit enables students to adapt to developments in spiritual 

understanding and contemporary demands. In the context of the state, the spirit of 

learning creates leaders and citizens who can respond to social and political dynamics, 

thereby enabling the formation of a society that can adapt and develop in a positive 

direction. Consequently, the significance of fostering a spirit of learning within the 

context of religion and the state establishes a robust foundation for personal growth and 

the advancement of society as a whole. 

Enhancing the spirit of lifelong learning is pivotal in supporting and reinforcing 

student lives' religious and civic dimensions. A passion for lifelong learning in a 

spiritual context provides the foundation for a profound comprehension of religious 

teachings and values. Those with a high spirit of learning are more likely to actively 

read holy books, participate in spiritual discussions, and seek additional knowledge 

from various sources. Understanding religion that develops over time helps students 

deepen their spirituality, strengthen their beliefs, and guide them in more meaningful 

religious practices. 

A spirit of lifelong learning also supports active participation in a democratic state 

system. Those with a high spirit of learning are inclined to maintain an up-to-date 

knowledge base on relevant social, political, and economic issues. By maintaining a 

lifelong commitment to learning, students can identify changes in public policy, assess 

their implications for society, and participate in democratic processes such as elections. 

The spirit of lifelong learning serves as the foundation for an informed and participatory 

citizenry, which in turn contributes to creating a society that is empowered, critical, and 

capable of influencing the direction of the country's development. 

Finally, the spirit of lifelong learning also enriches interfaith and intercultural 

dialogue. Those who engage in lifelong learning are more likely to embrace diversity 

and comprehend the divergent values held by their fellow citizens. The knowledge 

acquired through continuous learning enables students to construct bridges between 

disparate beliefs and values, fostering an environment conducive to constructive 

dialogue and tolerance. Consequently, encouraging lifelong learning represents a 

pivotal strategy for maintaining the religious and civic dimensions, resulting in the 

emergence of well-informed, engaged, and capable of effecting positive change within 

their societies. 

4 Conclusion 

The significance of fostering moral character and excellence in the context of religion 

and state is a call for us to construct a more dignified, just, and harmonious society. 

First and foremost, it is imperative that we collectively endeavor to exemplify moral 

values in all facets of our lives. The foundation of our ethical interactions with fellow 
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citizens should be honesty, compassion, and tolerance. By fostering moral character, 

we can cultivate a society of mutual respect and understanding, thereby avoiding 

unnecessary conflict and enriching social life. 

Moreover, this call motivates us to enhance our student and collective performance. 

Let us resolve to be excellent students, innovate, and cultivate a high spirit of learning. 

In the context of religion, it is recommended that we endeavor to enhance our 

comprehension of spiritual values and religious practices. Conversely, in the context of 

the state, it is imperative that we actively participate in the democratic process, 

comprehend critical issues, and contribute to the construction of a just and equitable 

state. Enhancing our student and collective performance can facilitate the development 

of an advanced, inclusive, and empowered society. 

Finally, it is imperative that we collectively prioritize the objective of fostering moral 

character and enhanced performance. We must inspire and support one another on this 

journey. The keys to our success are open discussion, collaboration, and solidarity. Let 

us join hands to form the foundation of a better society where religious values and 

democratic principles come together to create harmony and prosperity. By prioritizing 

strengthening moral character and performance, we can collectively work towards a 

more promising future where the quality of religion and state is enhanced for the 

common good. 
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