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This book critically examines the innovative Religion, Meaning, and Life (RML) curriculum imple-
mented in Catholic secondary schools in the Archdiocese of Brisbane, Australia. Written by aca-
demics and education practitioners, it explores how RML addresses religious diversity among
students, integrates modern pedagogical approaches, and ensures curriculum relevance in an
increasingly pluralistic society. The primary objective of the book is to provide a data-driven analysis
of student, teacher, and parent satisfaction with RML, while offering a theoretical model for devel-
oping senior religious education programmes. The book’s context is particularly significant in global
discussions on transforming religious education, particularly in Catholic schools grappling with the
challenges of secularisation and growing diversity. This review assesses the strengths and limitations
of each chapter.

Chapter 1: Research Overview. The first chapter introduces the RML curriculum as a response to
religious pluralism and community demand for an inclusive approach to religious education.
Drawing on a longitudinal study conducted from 2019 to 2021, the authors highlight high levels
of satisfaction among students, teachers, and parents. Key findings underscore the positive impact of
dialogue, technology, and service learning in enhancing student engagement. However, the use of
regression analysis to identify satisfaction predictors — such as topics on Catholic Social Teaching -
may prove overly technical for some readers.

Chapter 2: Research Context. In this chapter, the authors position the RML curriculum within the
historical framework of Catholic religious education in Australia, highlighting the shift from
a catechetical approach to the reconceptualist model, which emphasises religious literacy and
interfaith dialogue. This chapter also discusses challenges such as secularisation and the need to
integrate Christian values with contemporary issues such as social justice.

Chapter 3: Commonality of Trends in Religious Education. The authors provide a critical
analysis of the overarching trends shaping religious education across various international contexts,
with a particular focus on Australia, the United Kingdom, and the United States. Through
a comprehensive exploration of contemporary educational paradigms, the authors effectively high-
light both the challenges and opportunities they present. They show how pedagogical approaches,
such as experiential learning and service-based learning, enhance student engagement and pro-
mote a deeper understanding of religious diversity. These findings align with contemporary litera-
ture that supports an educational framework capable of adapting to social change and fostering
intercultural understanding (Barnes 2022).

Chapter 4: Gathering Community Perceptions. Here, readers will find a meticulous analysis of
community responses to the Religion, Meaning, and Life curriculum, utilising both qualitative and
quantitative research methods. The authors take care to involve students, teachers, and parents. This
comprehensive approach not only generates a rich dataset but also fosters a sense of community
ownership, reflecting current educational research that highlights the importance of stakeholder engage-
ment in curriculum development (Vreuls et al. 2022). A particularly compelling finding is the high value
students place on topics that promote ethical dialogue and interfaith understanding, underscoring the
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growing need for educational programmes to address moral and normative questions in pluralistic
societies. While the quantitative data are clearly and effectively presented, the chapter would benefit
from a more detailed analysis of the qualitative feedback, which would enrich the readers’ understanding
of the community’s sentiments.

Chapter 5: Reporting Community Perceptions. A quantitative data analysis of surveys of 318
students, 38 teachers, and 65 parents reveals that students find ethics and interfaith dialogue to be
the most meaningful topics. Teachers, on the other hand, highlight the importance of content
training and collaboration. Data visualisation through charts (e.g. Figures 5.1-5.17) reinforces these
findings, but some statistical tables (e.g. Tables 5.1-5.17) may be difficult to interpret without more
detailed explanations.

Chapter 6: What Matters Most: Interpretation of the Data. This chapter elaborates on the RML
educational experience, presenting it as a theoretical model that synthesises four key propositions:
formative, relational, educational, and interdependent. This model characterises the curriculum as
a dynamic process that prioritises student agency, topic relevance, and community engagement.
However, the discussion regarding research limitations — such as the impact of the COVID-19
pandemic on data collection - is only briefly addressed.

Chapter 7: Practice Implications.This chapter offers practical recommendations for RML curriculum
implementation, focusing on three key areas. First, the authors advocate for enhanced collaboration
among schools, universities, and religious communities to develop adaptive learning resources.
Examples include the cross-institutional collaboration model, which integrates curriculum development
programmes and action research-based teacher training (Sholeh and Muzakki 2023) and initiatives such
as the Bible Quiz Competition in North Jakarta, which fosters interschool synergy through spiritually-
based educational competitions (Pandie et al. 2024). Second, the chapter emphasises the need for
teacher training modules on interfaith dialogue and the use of educational technology. Third, the
authors stress the importance of data-driven evaluation systems, including Al-driven analytics, to
monitor curriculum impact. Unfortunately, the chapter does not adequately address the ethical
challenges of using Al in religious contexts, such as the risk of Al systems exacerbating interreligious
conflicts through biased recommendations (Ahmed, Sumi, and Aziz 2025; Tsuria and Tsuria 2024)

Overall, Re-imagining Senior Secondary Religious Education makes a significant contribution to the
ongoing discussions on modernising religious education. With a foundation in empirical research
and strong pedagogical insights, this book offers practical guidance for educators seeking to adopt
a more dynamic, student-centred approach to religious education.

This book is a recommended resource for academics, curriculum developers, and educators
involved in religious education. It not only provides a strong foundation for reconsidering pedago-
gical approaches in faith-based schools but also offers valuable insights on the intersection of
religion, education, and contemporary social change.
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