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Abstract

This study aims to describe the role of morphology and syntax in
Arabic language functions. This type of research is a literature
study; data collection is done by searching and constructing
various sources, both books and journals and research that has
been done. The technique applied to analyze the data is content
analysis. This analysis process involves several stages. First, the
researcher performs editing, which involves reviewing the data
that has been obtained. Next, the organizing step is carried out,
where the data that has been collected is rearranged according to
the predetermined framework. Finally, the inference stage was
carried out, which involved further analysis of the results of the
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data compilation. The results show that morphology and syntax
play a role in language functions of communication, self-
expression, and analysis, reflected in the ability to speak, write,
read, and understand texts.

Keywords: Arabic Language, Morphology, Syntax
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Abstrak

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menjelaskan peran morfologi dan
sintaksis dalam fungsi bahasa Arab. Jenis penelitian ini adalah
kajian literatur; pengumpulan data dilakukan dengan mencari dan
menyusun berbagai sumber, baik buku maupun jurnal serta
penelitian yang telah dilakukan. Teknik yang diterapkan untuk
menganalisis data adalah analisis konten. Proses analisis ini
melibatkan beberapa tahap. Pertama, peneliti melakukan
penyuntingan, yang melibatkan tinjauan data yang telah diperoleh.
Selanjutnya, tahap pengorganisasian dilakukan, di mana data yang
telah dikumpulkan disusun kembali sesuai dengan kerangka yang
telah ditentukan. Akhirnya, tahap inferensi dilakukan, yang
melibatkan analisis lebih lanjut terhadap hasil penggabungan data.
Hasil menunjukkan bahwa morfologi dan sintaksis berperan
dalam fungsi bahasa dalam komunikasi, ekspresi diri, dan analisis,
yang tercermin dalam kemampuan berbicara, menulis, membaca,
dan memahami teks.

Kata kunci: Bahasa Arab, Morfologi, Sintaksis

A. Introduction

Arabic morphology and syntax are central to the Arabic language (Hidayat et
al., 2024; Sari et al., 2021). As the basic sciences of the Arabic language, they serve
as essential tools for learning and understanding Arabic and play a key role among
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various other disciplines related to this language (Sholikha, 2018; Ulfah et al., 2024).
Morphology is the discipline that studies the structure of words in Arabic,
including all related changes, including additions and subtractions (Purnama et al,,
2024; Salsabila et al., 2024). Syntax, on the other hand, is the branch of science that
aims to determine the final position of each word in a sentence, recognize the final
harakat, and understand the rules explaining how words are used in sentences as
well as knowing how to i'rob them (Amalia et al., 2024; Ulum & Nuriyah, 2023).
Therefore, Morphology and Syntax have a complementary role in the Arabic
language.

Discussing the role of morphology and syntax in Arabic is very important in
linguistics, especially in Arabic studies. Morphology covers word structure and
morpheme forms, while syntax studies the rules of word arrangement in
sentences. With its rich morphological structure and unique syntactic system,
Arabic offers many research challenges and opportunities. The root system and
patterns in Arabic allow for the formation of various words from a single root and
variations in sentence structure and strict grammatical case. This research
contributes to language teaching, text translation, and developing language
technologies such as natural language processing. It also opens up new insights
into the study of comparative linguistics. The importance of this research is not
only limited to theoretical understanding but also has practical implications in
education, information technology, and cultural studies.

So far, existing studies have yet to respond to the crucial aspect of the
important role of Morphology and Syntax, especially in the function of Arabic.
Existing studies need to see the fundamental problems in the role of Morphology
and Syntax in Arabic language functions. Three trends of existing studies can be
mapped. First, studies focus on analyzing the implementation of Morphology
learning with certain learning methods and media (Rois et al., 2023). Second,
studies that tend to analyze errors and problems related to syntax (Mahdi et al,,
2022; Suja et al, 2022). Third, studies tend to analyze the implementation of
Morphology and Syntax learning simultaneously with certain learning methods
and media (Muklason et al.,, 2023). From these three trends, the issues of the role
of Arabic Morphology and Syntax in the function of Arabic have not been discussed
thoroughly.

The purpose of this paper complements the shortcomings of previous studies
that should have thoroughly analyzed the issues of the role of Morphology and
Syntax in the function of Arabic. The role of Morphology and Syntax in the function
of Arabic needs to be analyzed, considering Morphology and Syntax as a tool for
learning and understanding Arabic. In line with that, two questions can be
formulated: (1) how is the role of Morphology in Arabic; (2) how is Syntax in
Arabic. The answers to these two questions provide an in-depth understanding of
the basis for formulating policies and learning Arabic linguistics in the future.
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This study is based on an argument that Morphology and Syntax have an
important role in the functioning of the Arabic language. Morphology in Arabic is
considered a rich and dense system, so morphology in Arabic is an integral part of
orthographic knowledge (Khoury-Metanis et al.,, 2018; Taha & Saiegh-Haddad,
2017), which allows one to write words correctly and read texts with good
understanding. On the other hand, knowledge of syntax can resolve ambiguities in
understanding what has been read, especially when reading the Quran and Hadith,
so anyone who understands syntax well will easily understand and analyze an
Arabic text, including the Qur'an and Hadith (Abu-Rabia, 2021; Khaldieh, 2001).
Thus, Morphology and Syntax have an important role in the function of the Arabic
language.

B. Method

The research method applied in this study is a literature study with a
descriptive analysis approach. In this method, data is obtained through
understanding and analyzing the theories in various literature relevant to the
research. The literature study process consists of four stages: preparing the
necessary equipment and resources, compiling a list of relevant literature,
organizing a schedule, and reading and recording research materials (Zed, 2018).
Data was collected by searching and extracting information from various sources,
such as books, journals, and previous studies that have been conducted.

The data analysis technique used was content analysis. The researcher
followed a series of stages in this analysis process, starting with editing, which
involves reviewing the data that has been collected. The next step is organizing,
which involves re-organizing the data according to a predetermined framework.
Finally, the inference stage involves an in-depth analysis of the results of the data
arrangement by utilizing the principles, theories, and methods established by the
researcher, which ultimately results in a conclusion as an answer to the research
problem formulation (Sholihin, 2020). This research will present scientific
arguments based on the results of research in the field of literature as well as the
results of the thoughts of researchers on the topic of the role of Arabic Morphology
and Syntax in the function of the Arabic language.

C. Results and Discussion
1. Arabic Language

The word "language" comes from the word "4x1", which comes from " - sl - &
I" In its terms, "language" has been defined in several ways. Mustafa Al-
Ghalayain's book "Jami' al-Durus” says, "Language is a set of words used by every
group to express their purpose.”(Al-Ghalayain, 2007) Ahmad Mukhtar Omar says,
"Language is any speech, writing, or sign used by any group to express their
purpose.” Aristotle calls it a "symbol." However, the most famous definition is that
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of Ibn Jini: "Language is the sound used by any group to express their purpose”
(Asy’ari, 2017; Y+ Y Al 5 ails),

According to Wiratno Santosa, 2014, language is a human communication
system in which people express themselves through organized sounds or written
expressions (Wiratno & Santosa, 2014). According to Richards & Schmidt, 2018,
language is a human communication system consisting of sound and writing
systems that form larger units such as words, sentences, and utterances. The term
can also refer to non-human communication systems, such as the "language" of
bees (Richards & Schmidt, 2018; Wiratno & Santosa, 2014).

In addition, languages are signs humans or people use to communicate, so
they can be generally understood as anything society can use to express feelings
and communicate. As for the Arabic language, it is anything that can be used by
Arabs to express feelings and communicate.

2. Morphology

Morphology is a branch of linguistics that studies the transformation of word
forms and their components, called morphemes. In word formation, morphology
involves a variety of theories, including affixation, reduplication, acronymization,
word combinations in composition, and changes in word function through
conversion. Affixation is the process of forming words by adding elements inserted
in the word, which can be divided into three categories: prefixes, infixes, and
suffixes. Meanwhile, reduplication forms words by doubling or repeating part or all
of the base word. Acronymization, conversely, is word formation by combining two
or more words into one word with grammatical meaning. In morphology, the main
concern is with morphemes and words. Morphemes are the smallest grammatical
units with meaning and can be roots (bases) or affixes. The difference between
roots and affixes lies in the ability of roots to be the basis of word formation and
carry grammatical meaning, while affixes cannot stand alone as the basis of words
(Shobirin, 2020).

In Arabic, the science of morphology is known as "< »all ale” or "Science of
As-Sharf." As-Sharf is a branch of Arabic language science focusing on word
formation and how words change form in various grammatical contexts. It involves
understanding changes in verbs, nouns, and other words related to aspects such as
plurals, time, number, and gender. The science of As-Sharf is an important part of
the science of Arabic grammar and plays a key role in understanding and analyzing
Arabic texts.

The word "sharf" has the lexical meaning of 'alteration’' and has a similar
function to morphology, which examines the structure and form of words. As
explained by Al-Ghalayaini, the science of al-sharf is defined as the study of word
roots to understand the forms of Arabic words, with a special focus on the aspects
of tashrif, i'lal, idhgham, ibdal, which help in understanding how words are formed
before being used in sentences (Al-Ghalayain, 2006). Muhajirunnajah, states that
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Sharf is a discipline that examines the basic principles in the process of word
formation, including affixes. Sharf guides how each word should be formed in
terms of its form. In other words, sharf provides rules regarding how words should
be formed before they are used in relationship with other words (Muhajirunnajah,
2019). Arabic has a variety of very flexible word formation patterns, both through
the derivation method (tashrif isytiqaqy) and the inflection method (tashrif i'raby).
With these two methods, Arabic becomes very rich in terms of vocabulary
(Muhajirunnajah, 2019).

In his preamble, KKH Moch Anwar, which was interpreted in the 2017
translation of Matan Kailani and Nadzam Al-Masud (page iii), states that shorof is
considered the basis of all knowledge, as it has a major role in shaping the
structure of each sentence. Each sentence, in turn, reflects various types of
knowledge (Lathifah Insani et al.,, 2022). Not understanding shorof will result in
difficulties in determining the meaning and transformation of words, as shorof
examines the structure of each word. In learning short (tashrif), it is important to
understand a word's basic form or origin, as this is the basis of many possible
sentence variations. For example, the word "hit" can change to "blow," "hit!", "hit,"
and so on (Lathifah Insani et al., 2022).

Arabic is a language that follows a pattern of roots and forms. Most Arabic
words, including verbs and nouns, form morphemes from roots. Roots usually
consist of three or four consonants. The root morpheme represents the general
meaning of a word. Form morphemes provide precise lexical meaning and
grammatical information, as well as specifying person, number, gender, and time
(Qaddur, 2008; Wattad & Abu Rabia, 2020).

Arabic morphology is built from two key systems: derivation and declension.
Derivation morphology involves adding morphemes to the base verb, 2,
(mujarrad), which consists of three or four root consonants. New verbs are
produced by using the root together with additions and changes added to the same
basic root, 23 (mazeed). When morphemes are added to the root base, they
produce new meanings for existing words or change their grammatical category.
For example, the word << (kaatibun) (one who writes) comes from the root « < &
(write) with the addition () (Wattad & Abu Rabia, 2020; Y99A | JJdi), At the same
time, declination morphology is related to grammar and depends on the word's
grammatical role. Verb declination is systematic and related to person, number,
gender, and time. Nouns have masculine or feminine forms, where the feminine
form is created by adding a certain ending to the masculine form (Bishara & Weiss,
2017; Wattad & Abu Rabia, 2020).

Morphology of Arabic, which is considered a rich and dense system, some
authors argue that morphological units in Arabic are an integral part of
orthographic knowledge (Khoury-Metanis et al.,, 2018; Taha & Saiegh-Haddad,
2017). Moreover, morphology is considered part of the organizational principles of
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the mental lexicon and thus significantly contributes to the visual recognition of
words (Saiegh-Haddad & Joshi, 2014). This is especially true for derivational
morphology, which is considered the core of the linguistic and orthographic forms
of words in Arabic (Khoury-Metanis et al, 2018). In line with this statement,
Wattpad Abu Rabia, 2020 stated that the morphological structure of a word plays a
central role in the organization of the mental lexicon and word identification
(Deutsch & Frost, 2003; Wattad & Abu Rabia, 2020). The mental lexicon is a
repository of words that provides fundamental linguistic and conceptual
knowledge. It is used to produce and understand language and find logical
explanations for new linguistic input (Wattad & Abu Rabia, 2020).

From the above statement, there is no doubt that Arabic morphology has an
important role in the function of the Arabic language. The study by Khoury-
Metanis et al.,, 2018 concluded that Arabic morphology is important in improving
writing proficiency for Arabic learners (Khoury-Metanis et al.,, 2018). Wattad Abu
Rabia's research, 2020 concluded that Arabic morphology is important in
improving reading proficiency. On the other hand, Bishara Weiss, 2017 in their
article stated that morphology is important in developing reading skills because it
contributes to vocabulary expansion and good ability in reading and writing
(Bishara & Weiss, 2017).

3. Syntax

Syntax is one language discipline that studies the structure of sentences,
clauses, and phrases. Syntax is concerned with the layout and arrangement of
words in a sentence (Suja, 2022). Syntax is the study of grammar that focuses on
the interaction between words in conversation. It observes the language structures
that exist between words in conversation. In Arabic, the arrangement of words in
sentences and the relationship between sentences in a paragraph is a subject
studied in Nahwu. This connection affects the grammatical structure and the final
harakat of each word, known in Arabic as "i'rab"(Suja, 2022; Umroh, 2018).

In Arabic, syntax is the science that studies the position of words in a
sentence and their change or permanence in terms of final harakat. It enables an
understanding of the laws of endings of words in structured Arabic. It explains
how nouns (isim), verbs (fi'il), or particles (hurf) can be combined to form
sentences and helps in determining the state (i'rab) of the final letter in a word
(Ulum & Nuriyah, 2023). The goal of learning Arabic syntax is to prevent errors in
using Arabic in oral and written communication. In addition, the goal is to facilitate
an accurate understanding of the meanings of the Qur'an and the Hadith of Prophet
Muhammad. As the Qur'an and As-Sunnah are the primary sources of law in Islam,
the various discussions and developments of Islamic law originate from the correct
understanding of these two sources (Ulum & Nuriyah, 2023).

The role of Arabic syntax is very important, this is because it deals with the
syntactic relationships that exist between words in sentences. Knowledge of Arabic
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syntax can resolve ambiguities in understanding what has been read, especially
when reading the Quran and Hadith (Abu-Rabia, 2021; Khaldieh, 2001). Tong et
al.'s study of fifth-grade students in Hong Kong. They examined the relationship
between syntactic awareness and reading comprehension. They found that their
performance in syntax tasks was similar to their reading comprehension level
(Tong etal., 2017). Akbari's study of Persian-speaking students in their first year of
paramedic studies and taking English as a second language courses found that
syntactic knowledge was a better predictor of comprehension and, therefore, could
be used to indicate success in reading (Abu-Rabia, 2021; Akbari, 2014).

4. Language Function

Language is a communication tool. Moreover, language is a tool to convey
views and arguments to others. Therefore, language plays an important social role
in communication with society in general (Mailani et al.,, 2022). Fatimah states that
language is a tool of communication and understanding that serves the
communication process. Humans use language as one of the main tools to express
experiences, feelings, and views. The main function of language lies in its ability to
communicate, making it one of the most frequently used tools for this purpose
(Y)Y ,abl), According to Az-Zahrah, the function of language is a tool for
communicating between individuals within the framework of dialog based on
evidence and logical arguments, which makes it more efficient and modern (Az-
Zahrah, 2019). According to Muhammad Mustafa Zaidan and Muhammad al-Sayyid
al-Sharbini, 1965 the function of language is a tool of communication and
understanding. Language connects people, linking past, present, and future, and
serves as a medium of communication and interaction within society ( ,~a<y 2eaa
Yae),

The role of language has undergone significant changes in this modern era.
Since the 20th century, language has become a serious research subject and
attracts interest from various circles. Nowadays, philosophers use language
analysis approaches to address fundamental philosophical issues. For example,
philosophical issues that include fundamental questions such as existence, reality,
substance, matter, causality, the meaning of statements, and their verification, as
well as other fundamental questions, can be explained using language analysis.
This approach is known as Analytical Philosophy, which developed in Europe,
especially in the UK, in the 20th century and was carried out by historians of
philosophy (Azhar, 2010).

In the increasingly globalized and digitalized era of information and
communication, the role of language as a means of communication has undergone
significant changes. Linguists predict that if the philosophical aspect of language is
properly developed, it will open the door to scientific discoveries that were
previously unthinkable. Language today has a more profound role than ever
before, and much research and analysis of language is being done to gain a deeper
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understanding. Language is a tool to analyze various new findings and knowledge,
ranging from simple to complex. Language studies not only focus on language as an
object but also as a foundation for discovering new knowledge (Dasuki, 2018).

In terms of its function, language is used to convey goals or fulfill functions in
social interactions within the framework of cultural situations and contexts (Butt
et al,, 2000). In social semiotics, language is considered a series of social signs used
to represent the reality of experience, logic, social reality, and symbolic reality.
Within the framework of this concept, language acts as an area where the
expression and potential of meaning are realized. On the other hand, the sources of
meaning come from situational and cultural contexts (Wiratno & Santosa, 2014).

Meanwhile, Butt et al., 2000 stated that language has three main functions,
namely 1) representational function - we use it to encode our experience of the
world; language conveys a picture of reality. Thus, it allows us to encode the
meaning of experiences that realize the domain of discourse (EXPERIENTIAL
MEANING). 2) Interpersonal function - we use it to encode interactions and show
how defensible our propositions are. Thus, it allows us to encode the meaning of
attitudes, interactions, and relationships that realize the subject of discourse
(INTERPERSONAL MEANING). 3) Textual function - we use it to organize our
expressive and interpersonal meanings into a linear and coherent whole. Thus, it
allows us to encode the meaning of text development that realizes the mode of
discourse (TEXTUAL MEANING) (Butt et al., 2000).

5. The Role of Morphology and Syntax in the Function of the Arabic

Language

This research describes how Arabic morphology plays a role in language
function and how Arabic syntax contributes to language function. The results show
that both morphology and syntax have roles in language function.

The first research objective is fully confirmed: the role of morphology in
language function can be demonstrated from literature from several studies
stating that morphology in the Arabic language is an integral part of orthographic
knowledge (Taha & Saiegh-Haddad, 2017). Orthographic knowledge comprises the
rules and conventions for spelling words in a particular language. This includes
writing letters, punctuation, spelling, word segmentation, and all other aspects
related to how words and sentences are written in a specific language.
Orthography is a crucial aspect of written language as it helps ensure consistency
and understanding in written communication. Orthography plays a key role in
clear and effective writing.

Orthographic errors can disrupt text comprehension and reduce the
message's clarity. Thus, a good understanding of morphology enables one to
perform language functions, namely communication and self-expression.
Moreover, morphology is considered part of the organizational principles of the
mental lexicon and thus significantly contributes to visual word recognition
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(Boudelaa, 2014). The morphological structure of a word plays a central role in the
organization of the mental lexicon and word identification (Deutsch & Frost, 2003).
The mental lexicon is a repository of words that provides fundamental linguistic
and conceptual knowledge for producing and understanding language (Wattad &
Abu Rabia, 2020).

The mental lexicon is a place where we store all words and their meanings. It
is like a personal dictionary containing all the words learned in life. When hearing
or reading a word, we search for it in our mental lexicon to understand its
meaning. The mental lexicon also helps us when we want to pronounce words or
combine them into sentences.

Therefore, it can be said that the mental lexicon is a personal "dictionary” in
our minds that helps us understand and use words in language. Given the role of
morphology as part of the principles and central to the mental lexicon, it is
understood that morphology significantly influences communication, enabling
individuals to produce words both orally and in writing, express thoughts well in
written language, and understand what is communicated orally and in writing
(Abu-rabia & Abu-rahmoun, 2012). Some studies supporting this research include
the work of Salim Abu Rabia and Nariman Abu-Rahmoun, which states that there is
a significant relationship between morphological awareness and reading ability, as
well as the studies by Wattad & Abu Rabia and Bishara and Weis, which also link
morphology with reading ability. Khoury et al.'s study concludes a significant
relationship between morphology and writing ability (Bishara & Weiss, 2017;
Wattad & Abu Rabia, 2020). The study by Boudelaa reveals that morphology plays
arole in speaking and reading abilities (Boudelaa, 2014).

The second research objective is also fully confirmed: the role of syntax in
language function can be demonstrated from literature from several studies
stating that Arabic syntax aims to prevent errors in both spoken and written
Arabic and to facilitate the understanding of the meanings of the Quran, Hadith,
and other Arabic books and texts. Therefore, a good understanding of Arabic
syntax enables individuals to perform language functions such as communication,
self-expression, and analysis. One aspect of Arabic syntax is related to the
relationships between words in a sentence and their knowledge. Syntax should
address ambiguity in reading comprehension, particularly in Classical Arabic texts
and the Quran. For example, non-Arabic readers trying to understand Classical
Arabic texts will use a philological approach that relies on "syntax" to construct
meaning (Khaldieh, 2001). This means they use syntax to analyze Arabic texts,
including the Quran and Hadith.

Khaldieh found that syntactic awareness plays a role in reading
comprehension, indicating that syntax is used as a tool for analyzing a text or
reading material (Khaldieh, 2001). Tong et al.'s study found that understanding
conjunctions systematically contributes to the comprehension of verbs (Tong et al,,
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2017). Additionally, Midyan Surya Ishak confirmed that there is a significant
relationship between syntactic mastery and writing ability (Ishak, 2018), as did
Haerul Ahyar's research, which found a positive relationship between syntactic
mastery and writing ability (Ahyar, 2018).

In another study by Ying Guo et al, it was stated that morphological and
syntactic awareness plays a role in reading ability (Guo et al.,, 2011). The same was
noted in Abu-Rabia's study, which found that morphology and syntax play a role in
reading ability (Abu-Rabia, 2021). However, this study has not found literature
specifically identifying the role of morphology and syntax in listening ability, which
is also part of the language function from the communication perspective. It may
be beneficial for future research to explore how morphology and syntax contribute
to listening ability.

D. Conclusion

Observing the research findings and discussion of the results leads to
several conclusions. First, there is a role for morphology in language functions,
including communication, self-expression, and analysis, as reflected in the abilities
of speaking, writing, reading, and understanding texts. Second, there is a role for
syntax in language functions, including communication, self-expression, and
analysis, as reflected in the abilities of speaking, writing, reading, and
understanding texts. However, along with these findings, the author has not found
studies related to the role of morphology and syntax in listening ability.
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