
 1483 

 

Journal for the Education of Gifted  
Young Scientists, 8(4), 1483-1492, Dec 2020 
e-ISSN: 2149- 360X 
jegys.org 

 

 
youngwisepub.com 

© 2020 

 

Research Article 
 

Student’s perceptions of Arabic online learning during COVID-19 emergency 

Uril Bahruddin1*, Suci Ramadhanti Febriani2 

Department of Arabic Language Teaching, University of Islam Negeri Maulana Malik Ibrahim Malang, Indonesia   

Article Info  Abstract 

Received: 03 June 2020 
Revised: 25 September 2020 
Accepted: 26 November 2020 
Available online: 15 Dec 2020 

Keywords: 
Covid-19  
Language learning 

Student’s perception  
Online learning 

2149-360X/ © 2020 The Authors.  
Published by Young Wise Pub. Ltd. 
This is an open access article under  
the CC BY-NC-ND license 

 
 
 
 

The Coronavirus pandemic (COVID-19) creates challenges for Arabic learning at 
Indonesian Islamic Colleges. The limitations of the language learning process during the 
pandemic caused various problems. In addition, using learning strategies requires special 
planning related to differences in face-to-face learning processes into learning with online 
systems. Arabic is a compulsory subject that helps students acquire communication skills 
in a foreign language. This research describes students' perceptions of Arabic online 
learning at a public Islamic college in Malang. It also examines the strategies for learning 
during the COVID-19 emergency. The study uses a qualitative approach for data 
collection through observation, interviews, and documentation. Research samples were 
taken from students in semester 2nd to semester 6th with varying abilities. The data 
analysis is carried out using triangulation techniques in several steps, and involves 
collection, reduction, and conclusion. The results showed that students perceive Arabic 
online learning to be less effective. Some factors that do not support online learning such 
as the lack of instructions given by lecturers, limited internet connection, lack of internal 
motivation of students, lack of discussion hours. Several strategies are used, including 
discussions, lectures, singing, presentations, studying literature, and writing. The use of 
Arabic learning resources in online media illustrates the process of independent learning 
for students. The results provide input for integrating all components of learning 
holistically and variedly for students to remain motivated irrespective of the condition. 
This study recommends other researchers to examine and improve what skills teachers 
need to have when learning online and efforts to increase student interest in the language 
learning process with an online system. 
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Introduction 
Although Coronavirus, also known as COVID-19, is endemic in Indonesia, it has threatened lives throughout the 

world (Marinoni et al. 2020). According to the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization 

(UNESCO), COVID-19 has influenced the Indonesian and global education sectors (Djalante et al. 2020). In 

Indonesia, the government issued and provided several policies regarding the COVID-19 outbreak. One of them is 

the prohibition of people gathering and doing activities outside the home, and advocating to stay at home (Zahara & 

Krilova, 2020; Abidah et al. 2020). 

The COVID-19 pandemic has caused significant changes in the learning system in Indonesia, including foreign 

languages. For instance, Arabic learning is usually held in the classroom in a structured system with prepared material 

and support structures such as adequate facilities and infrastructure. However, online learning has been adopted due 

to COVID-19. Although the objectives remain the same, the entire system has changed (Richardson et al. 2016). 

Technology has increased the language expressing options (Chun et al. 2016). 

To reduce the negative impact of COVID-19, the Indonesian Government has implemented a learning system 
through online media. This condition changes the learning process to keep students active. For instance, students 
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should think critically, actively, and creatively due to lecturers' limitations in giving instructions. Online learning is not 
a new concept in education because it was introduced years back (Slim & Hafedh, 2019). The introduction of online 
learning was in line with 21st-century demands, including communication, collaboration, creativity, and critical 
thinking skills (Rusdin, 2018). 

The UIN (Universitas Islam Negeri) Maulana Malik Ibrahim has implemented a learning process using online 
media in every subject. This move has been emphasized even more due to the COVID-19 emergency. Studies examine 
the students’ perceptions of Arabic online learning and identify the strategies used. This is because the students’ 
psychological conditions, the motivation, the learning environment, and their perceptions determine success (Guo, 
2018; Saptenno et al. 2019; Fong et al. 2017; Mahmudi et al. 2019; Islam et al. 2019). Similarly, the use of different 
strategies may facilitate achieving set goals (Barnabas et al. 2019). 

Arabic learning based on online media offered flexibility and convenience for students. However, it was less 

effective when lecturers gave instructions regarding the material to be discussed (Brown, 2009). Lack of interaction in 

online classes can create psychological distance and feelings of isolation and broken relationships, especially to those 

not accustomed to online learning (Olmanson & Liu, 2018). However, another study showed that the instructor's role 

is the main element in keeping students active (Hart, 2012). Therefore, the interaction between lecturers and students 

is vital in facilitating online learning. 

Previous studies showed that learning foreign languages online has positive impacts, including increased student 

interaction, collaborative relationships, linguistic participation, equitable opportunities, and increased creativity and 

student achievements (Bowers & Kumar, 2015; Peeters, 2018; Lin et al. 2016; Moeller & Abbott, 2018; Febriani et al. 

2020; Mellati & Khademi, 2015). 

Problem of Study 

All the objects of previous works were Arabic students. There is a need for fundamental studies on students' 

perceptions of online Arabic learning during the COVID-19 emergency and strategies. Therefore, the questions of 

this study are follows: 

 How university students' (enrolled in UIN Maulana Malik Ibrahim Malang) perceptions of online learning in 

the COVID-19 emergency?  

 What strategies are used by lecturers (worked in UIN Maulana Malik Ibrahim Malang) in learning Arabic with 

an online system? 

Method 

Research Method 

This study utilized a descriptive qualitative approach through a case study. Qualitative research examined students' 

perceptions and analyzed the strategy in Arabic teaching based on the holistic experience of the subjects. This is based 

on the description of words and language in a specific natural context with various scientific methods (Moleong, 

2007).  

The case study method focused on the students' perceptions and Arabic learning activities (Yin, 2003). The data 

from research subjects were comprehensively scrutinized. The case study research was chosen because of the need to 

explain and reveal the overall and comprehensive students' perceptions in online Arabic learning at UIN Maulana 

Malik Ibrahim Malang, Indonesia. There was something unique to learn from students' perceptions and strategies used 

during the COVID-19 emergency. The phenomenon could be explored and interpreted as a unified and 

comprehensive unit in each Arabic learning and strategy used.  

Participants 

The participants came from Arabic students and lecturers at UIN Maulana Malik Ibrahim Malang. The researchers 

took random participants from semester 2 to semester 6 in the Arabic education department. Sampling consisted with 

different classifications of students, 4 students in 6th semester and 4 students in 2nd semester. 

Data Collection  

The data collection techniques used include interviews, observation, and documentation. The Arabic language 

teachers, two groups of 4 students each in the 6th and 2nd semester with high and low ability in Arabic during 

2019/2020, were interviewed. Random sampling techniques were used, where each individual had the same chance 

of being selected as an informant. A random sample to collect data about students' perceptions of learning Arabic 

online was selected. Furthermore, the observation was used to gather information on language environment and 
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classroom. Documentation was used to collect information about classroom administration and the learning process 

from the lesson plans and academic guidance books. 

This research uses ten question topics and is developed into 40 items (Appendix 1) for interviews with students. 

In addition, researchers also interviewed teachers to take whatever strategies are used in learning Arabic using an 

online system.  

The interview aims to explore information related to students' perceptions in learning Arabic using an online 

system. The questions posed were 40 questions on various topics, such as student responses in the online learning 

process and the teacher's strategy in learning Arabic online. 

Data triangulation is one way to check the validity of the data by using factors or something outside the data itself 

to check the data. All of the research instruments have adequate validity and reliability as measurement tools in 

research. The researcher uses this method to compare existing data and when he discovers differences between 

collected data and documents and observation guidelines (Yin, 2003). 

Data analysis  

The analysis techniques used were based on triangulation data, where they were collected and described, reduced, and 

verified. Data collection was carried out in early May to June. The data was then reduced by selecting and sorting the 

details that support the research. 

The researcher uses the following steps in the process of analyzing data: 

 

 
Figure 1.  

Procedure in Analyzing Data 

Through the figure 1, several steps in analyzing the data are described as follows;  

• Data collection. The researchers collected data from the observation, as the researchers notes the existing 

activities related to students’ perception and using strategies for Arabic learning based on online system in 

UIN Maulana Malik Ibrahim Malang. As for the information from the documents, the researchers collect it 

through lesson plan about teaching the Arabic language in online learning.  

• Data classification. In the data classification, the researchers reduced the data related to the case and classified 

it as encoding. In classifying data, the researchers focused on data related to students’ perceptions and the 

strategies in teaching Arabic based on online system.  

• Display data. The step in which the data is reduced is the data display. Data presentation is the process of 

presenting and processing it, which includes: the process of identification, classification and organization, and 

explanation methodically, objectively, and comprehensively, and finally comes the interpretation.  

• Conclusion. The last step is to take deduction. In this step, the researchers concluded the research findings 

according to the researcher's classifications and according to his interpretations. 

Results 

Student Perceptions about Online Learning during COVID-19 

The Arabic learning at UIN Maulana Malik Ibrahim Malang during the COVID-19 emergency is oriented to online 

learning, which is student-centered. It begins with the provision of material by the lecturers. Afterward, then students 

carry out activities independently and explore the material on social media. One of the efforts to be done is active 
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language competency to improve the ability of students to speak Arabic even in an emergency COVID-19. In his 

interview, Ik articulated the following: 

Language competitions should be held to improve student skills and foster a spirit of enthusiasm (Ik, 1st interview). 

In addition, to improve Arabic language skills through competitions, the design of the material also largely 

determines the success of learning. As the material obtained in learning Arabic when COVID-19 emergency through 

textbooks, scientific articles, YouTube content, Arabic articles, song lyrics, and films. 

Limitation of learning in the classroom can be added through activities outside the classroom. This can develop 

students' ability to interact using Arabic. In his interview, Fz stated that: 

Arabic learning may include games outside the classroom. It may include holding competitions that improve language skills, su ch as 

poetry in Arabic, storytelling, and speeches (Fz, 2nd interview). 

Students realize that Arabic learning is not interesting without activities outside the classroom. This is indicated by 

the limitations of questions and answers approach. Also, the lack of effectiveness of the network hurts student 

motivation. The opportunity to ask questions and discuss is not as extensive as offline learning. In her interview, Dw 

reported the following: 

The learning was monotonous because the lecturers' methods did not vary (Dw, 3rd interview). 

Students need to master three elements of language: sound, vocabulary, and sentence structure. They need to 

master four language skills, including listening, speaking, reading, and writing in a balanced way. Limited time and 

minimal monitoring by lecturers positively affect learning. 

Students have various perceptions of effective models through media such as Zoom, WhatsApp, Pictures, and 

Video. In her interview, Ft reported the following: 

Effective learning can be conducted through various media, including WhatsApp, Zoom, and Google Classroom (Ft, 4 th interview). 

These media can be accessed easily, but there are still limited signals to access when far from the city. In her 

interview, Ft stated the following: 

Miscommunication often occurs between students and lecturers related to the given assignment due to weak signals (Ft, 4 th interview). 

The media used by the lecturer is online-based. For example, WhatsApp is used to instruct students, Instagram to 

upload assignments and online links for filling quizzes. 

The entire media was designed by lecturers and adapted to the material in Arabic books. Each student pays 

attention to the lecturer by responding to the instructed activities. The need for interaction and clear instructions 

between lecturers and students increase learning interest. Appropriate time allocation is also an element of success. 

There are more opportunities for students to learn independently and improve their Arabic language skills. The 

learning process involves giving questions and doing exercises. 

Lecturers make several attempts to ensure the learning is effective. They appreciate student activities, provide 

inspirational videos, offer advice, and be role models. After the assessment, the lecturer gives appropriate 

reinforcement. This helps correct words, writing, or vocabulary in the studied material.  

Various strategies are used for online Arabic learning, distinguished through four different language skills: listening, 

speaking, reading, and writing. 

The Strategies of Online Arabic learning during COVID-19 Emergency 

The Strategies of Listening Skills 

The strategy for listening skills includes songs, watching videos, and listening to Arabic audio. The lecturer gives the 

material through the link used, and students access the material based on the instructions. Supporting activities outside 

online learning to improve listening skills include watching films and studying religion through videos in Arabic. 

Lecturers monitor student activities when responding to questions. They reprimand and give feedback to help in 

mastery. Also, there is a reward for those who completing the task effectively. However, in his interview, Ik articulated 

the following: 

The strategy of learning skills is ineffective and poorly controlled (Ik, 1st interview). 

Listening material can be delivered through various media, such as Voice Note, WhatsApp, Zoom, and Google 

meet. Some of these media support the learning of listening skills. Students' listening skills are influenced by the 

internal motivation that needs to be improved, the drive to use Arabic well, adequate facilities. 

However, learning is significantly affected by network limitations. The smoothness of learning is limited to internet 

connections. Furthermore, lecturer monitoring is minimal and only provides assignments, lowering motivation, 

strengthening instruction is the key to the effectiveness of online learning. Some lecturers only instruct students on 

their assignments. However, in the process of activeness and creativity, students are more enthusiastic. They are 
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required to create content or upload assignments on social media to provide wider access to learn Arabic. In his 

interview, Ik reported the following: 

Only a handful of friends are active in online classes, others just listen. (Ik, 1st interview). 

Students' efforts to encourage learning include increased independent activities such as watching videos and 

listening to the audio carefully. However, this is still not a necessity for learning Arabic.  

Learning Arabic online system is inefficient. This is shown by students' lack of response, though this is attributed 

to unclear instructions, minimal facilitation, and inadequate monitoring. 

The Strategies of Speaking Skills 

Learning speaking skills involve different strategies, including discussion, question and answer, and project 

conversations in YouTube content. Speaking skills can be improved through online language classes. During 

discussions, students should present the material or topics discussed for others to respond to. The lecturer should 

provide direction and guidance at the end of online learning.  

Supporting speaking skills outside the online classroom includes communicating with friends through media such 

as Zoom, WhatsApp Video, and Voice Note. However, there is still minimal monitoring. The lecturer corrects student 

mistakes, such as wrong pronunciation or vocabulary, privately.  

Speaking ability is influenced by vocabulary and the ability to arrange sentences orally. In his interview, Fz 

internalized the following: 

The key to speaking skills is ourselves. In case we want to memorize vocabulary, we can converse using the language. However,  e-

learning is less efficient (Interview Fz, 2nd interview). 

In online learning, time, and place efficiency is advantageous. However, limited face-to-face space prevents proper 

control of the learning process. In some cases, lecturers only give assignments, and minimal material affects students. 

In her interview, Dw articulated the following: 

Understanding Arabic is difficult without face to face or direct explanation from the lecturer (Dw, 3rd interview). 

The conscious effort is critical for students to reap the benefits of technology in language learning. 

The Strategies of Reading Skills 

Strategies for improving reading skills include understanding reading through the online text and yellow books, as well 

as understanding the meaning of the content of the Qur'an. Lecturers adopt the material through predetermined 

textbooks. Furthermore, the material is delivered through reading articles and Arabic newspapers. To determine the 

understanding of the reading, the lecturer evaluates students using questions through the K-hoot application or 

Google Form. However, the limited network and minimal lecturer instruction affected learning. In his interview, Wk 

reported the following:  

However, students can still seek clarification directly on the material not understood (Wk, 5 th interview). 

However, limited interactions negatively affect learning. The strategies used do not consider the difference in 

students’ abilities. In his interview, Kh stated the following: 

Using online media is not effective because not all students are active (Kh, 6 th interview). 

The learning strategies used are also monotonous, lowering students' interest. In his interview, Wk reported the 

following:  

For reading skills, we are given a reading about Arabic, to add skills in reading texts. (Wk, 5 th interview). 

The advantages of the face-to-face learning process directly provide more opportunities for students to ask 

questions and discuss the readings in contrast to online approach. Lecturers monitor students by correcting the reading 

or spelling of errors.  

The Strategies of Writing Skills 

Learning to write involves resuming material, doing literary works or chatting in Arabic through social media. Writing 

activities were minimal during the COVID-19 pandemic. The lack of lecturer instructions makes students bored. In 

his interview, Fz articulated the following: 

Learning writing skills online in the COVID-19 era through online is inefficient. This is because writing skills need an understanding 

of the basic rules in sentence structure (Fz, 2nd interview). 

Some of the media that can be used include Zoom, WhatsApp, and Google Classroom. Through a number of 

these platforms, students become creative in writing. Assignments are often posted on social media In his interview, 

Kh reported the following: 

Assignments are uploaded to every student's Instagram account (Kh, 6th interview). 
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Some errors in writing can be commented on and corrected by friends and lecturers.  

The limited instruction and the lack of lecturer monitoring lowers the enthusiasm of students. Also, lecturers focus 

on the questions rather than developing students' skills in writing Arabic texts. Proper planning and non-monotonous 

learning process need to be emphasized. 

Discussion and Conclusion 

Based on the results that the learning process at UIN Maulana Malik Ibrahim Malang with an online learning system 

is able to make students more active. This has a positive impact on students' creative abilities. As revealed that online 

learning makes students active and creative (Dočekal & Tulinská, 2015). Online learning provides a great opportunity 

for students to find Arabic learning resources on online sites. Learning resources are adopted through electronic 

books, videos, recordings or other conversational materials. This is because students are required to study 

independently in online activities (Dhawan, 2020). The learning process is also not limited in time, so students can 

improve their Arabic language skills in the time they want. As revealed that online learning is not limited by space and 

time (Olmanson & Liu, 2018). But some things that need to be avoided when the online learning process is the use 

of strategies that are not monotonous. This will cause student motivation to decrease if the lecturer uses a strategy 

that does not vary. By using a variety of strategies, this can make it easier for lecturers to motivate, provide peer review 

of the errors produced by students in Arabic. Similarly, students increase the intensity of questions and answers related 

to the material or language errors produced, motivating minimize errors in Arabic learning (Rahman, 2017). 

Essentially, the competence of teachers needs to be trained in a balanced way, both technically and learning 

content. As is the urgency of teacher professional development (TPD) as an effort to provide assistance (scaffolding) 

of learning technology for prospective Arabic teachers. This is proven as an effort to improve the quality of learning 

even though the process is carried out in an online form. As the research findings, it is known that the TPD program 

is statistically proven to be able to significantly increase the content knowledge for teacher (Abdurrahman et al. 2019). 

The teacher quality improvement program can be carried out through four varied steps; the process of coaching, 

mentoring, technical guidance and reflection. This activity can invite experts in certain learning domain, so that there 

will be discussions, questions and answers in solving problems faced when the online learning process can be resolved. 

As the findings show, it is known that teacher competence needs to be improved in a balanced manner; pedagogical, 

personal, professional and social competencies (Safutri et al. 2020). The important point in the learning process should 

be adapted to developing educational technologies (Tortop, 2014; Ahmadi, 2018).Through improvement of teacher 

competence continuously, it is expected to provide significant learning outcomes both face-to-face learning and online 

learning. In the process, online learning requires adequate skills. The process of integrating material, media, strategy 

and learning evaluation will determine the expected output. Like face-to-face learning, online learning also requires 

special strategies that require the skills to manage learning information online. 

The use of learning strategies is categorized into four language skills. Listening learning using online media is very 

varied. The use of online applications provides a great opportunity for students to understand material with intense 

repetition. So that the acquisition of vocabulary, sentence structure and sound recognition can be done optimally. As 

related about the learning process must be repeated independently to strengthen student understanding of the material 

(Hockings et al. 2018).The media chosen must also be adapted to the needs and learning objectives of listening. Some 

of these media support the learning of listening skills. Students' listening skills are influenced by the internal motivation 

that needs to be improved, the drive to use Arabic well, adequate facilities, the environment, and lecturers as examples 

(Swathi et al. 2018; Mahmudi et al. 2019; Cook, 2019). Repetition of material can provide encouragement for students 

to achieve learning goals. As revealed that encouragement from lecturers increases student interest (Moeller & 

Catalano, 2015). However, there are some things that need to be considered when online learning is like an adequate 

means, the teacher's skill in designing learning is crucial to the success of online learning. 

Learning speaking skills using an online learning system can provide students the opportunity to think critically. 

This happens when the exchange of ideas when discussing online, even though only within two hours of learning, but 

this gives students the opportunity to think to convey all the ideas that exist. As revealed that the existence of peer 

review allows students to think critically and practice speaking skills to express their opinions (Lai et al. 2016). Using 

online media is very helpful for students in COVID-19 emergency. As is known one of the success in learning is the 

support of adequate facilities. In accordance with the statement that facilities are the main element that determines 

the success of learning to speak (Sadiku, 2015). The lack of clear instructions affects students’ interests. Students' 

speaking abilities are trained through the process of acquiring language online. Students can dig up information about 
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new vocabulary and structure of new sentences through online discussion. This is in line with the process of language 

acquisition from new vocabulary (Olmanson & Liu, 2018). However, limited opportunities for teachers to correct 

students' speaking skills are minimal. This is related to the set time limit for lessons. Besides the importance of clear 

teacher instruction also determines the success of students in producing Arabic optimally. Lecturers’ indifference in 

guiding and adopting practical instructions affect student interest. The more creative a lecturer, the better the student's 

response (Rusdin, 2018). The conscious effort is critical for students to reap the benefits of technology in language 

learning. 

The process of learning reading skills is very limited. The interaction of lecturers and students is very limited. 

Especially the discussion about learning new sentence structures. It is different from the face-to-face learning process 

that provides opportunities for students to ask questions and provides broad opportunities for teachers to explain. As 

revealed that the process of learning ideal reading skills involves intense interaction between lecturers and students 

(Zauche et al. 2016). In addition, the need for teacher innovation ability in designing learning materials to read online 

is also very important. This is supported by that the need for innovations in the delivery of material is the primary 

concern of lecturers (Harjali, 2019). The spirit of students is also trained in online learning because of their curiosity 

in learning new readings, even though there is no reward from the teacher when learning. Although there are no 

penalties for mistakes, rewards are given as appreciations (Delello et al. 2018). The learning process of writing using 

an online system based on research results at UIN Maulana Malik Ibrahim is not effective. This reduces the intensity 

of the teacher in providing input to the language errors produced by students when writing. The process of discussion 

of students' work is also limited. However, when students' work is uploaded on social media, there are actually more 

people than teachers and friends in correcting writing errors. As it was also revealed that the peer review function is 

actually to improve students' critical thinking skills in giving suggestions to the work of their peers. Peer review 

provides broad opportunities for students to criticize the writings made by friends to improve their thinking abilities 

(Hembrough & Jordan, 2020; Febriani et al. 2020). 

This study shows that the online Arabic learning process is considered ineffective by students. There is minimal 

allocation, network limitations, inadequate internal motivation, and limited lecturer instructions. The process of 

language acquisition involves several strategies, including discussions, lectures, singing, presentations, studying 

literature, and writing. The strategies used have positive impacts on student outcomes. Further studies should use 

more extensive areas and samples, as well as more complex research designs. Solutions to improve online learning 

obstacles, including the method or media used, should also be examined. 

The online Arabic learning process is influenced by various determinants, including student internal motivation, 

lecturer monitoring, adequate facilities, and accessibility to materials. Therefore, the strategies’ weaknesses can be used 

to make improvements in online Arabic learning. By integrating all components of learning in a holistic and varied 

manner, students remain motivated to learn, especially during the COVID-19. 

Based on the findings of this study, that the urgency of teacher competence in the pedagogic domain aims to 

provide understanding to students, design and implementation of learning, and develop students to actualize their 

various potentials. So, the pedagogical competence of a professional lecture can provide educational learning with a 

dialogical and interactive atmosphere. It is also a complex concern in learning. It also determines the success rate of 

the process and learning outcomes of students. 

Recommendations 

For further studies should use more extensive areas and samples, as well as use more complex research designs. 

Solutions to improve online learning obstacles, including the method or media used, should also be examined. The 

recommendation for the other applicants is how to solve the problem of online learning. As well as conducting 

development research in order to solve problems faced by students during the online learning process. 

Limitations of the Study 

This research is limited to students' perceptions of online Arabic learning during the COVID-19 pandemic. Students 

had inadequate opportunities for interactions. 

Acknowledgment 

We gratefully thank the UIN Maulana Malik Ibrahim in Malang, who has supported the lecturers to increase their 

competition through the publication program, also to colleagues who have provided input for the perfection of this 

article. 



Bahruddin & Febriani                                                            Journal for the Education of Gifted Young Scientists 8(4) (2020) 1483-1492 

 

 1490 

Biodata of Authors 

Uril Bahruddin, the author comes from the Java tribe and was born in Gresik, May 09, 1972. 
Education that has been taken is the S1 in Shariah department at LIPIA Jakarta (1998), magister 
program at STAIN Malang (2003) and doctoral program in the Arabic language education at UIN 
Maulana Malik Ibrahim Malang (2012). Currently the author as a lecturer at UIN Maulana Malik 
Ibrahim Malang in Arabic Language Teaching program and he is active in researching the process 
of learning Arabic in Indonesia. Affiliation: Universitas Islam Negeri Maulana Malik Ibrahim 
Malang. E-mail: urilbahruddin@pba.uin-malang.ac.id Orcid ID: 0000-0001-8599-7281 Phone: 
(+62)81334310494 Scopus ID: - WoS ID: - 

 
Suci Ramadhanti Febriani, the author comes from the Minangkabau tribe and was born in 
Tangerang, February 11, 1996. Education that has been taken is the S1 in Arabic education 
department at UIN Imam Bonjol Padang (2017), magister program at UIN Maulana Malik Ibrahim 
Malang (2019) and the author is continuing doctoral studies in the Arabic language education at 
UIN Maulana Malik Ibrahim Malang (2020 until now). Currently the author teaches at UIN Imam 
Bonjol Padang in Arabic language learning curriculum courses and she is active in researching the 
process of learning Arabic in Indonesia. Affiliation: Universitas Islam Negeri Imam Bonjol Padang 
E-mail: suciramadhantifebriani11@gmail.com Orcid ID: 0000-0002-6082-3477 Phone: 

(+62)85258315617 Scoupus ID: - WoS ID: - 
 

References 
Abdurrahman, A., Nurulsari, N., Maulina, H., Rahman, B., Umam, R., & Jermsittiparsert, K. (2019). Multi-level scaffolding: A 

novel approach of Physics Teacher Development Program for promoting content knowledge mastery. International Journal of 
Innovation, Creativity and Change, 7(8), 71–89. 

Abidah, A., Hidaayatullaah, H. N., Simamora, R. M., Fehabutar, D., & Mutakinati, L. (2020). The Impact of Covid-19 to 
Indonesian Education and Its Relation to the Philosophy of “Merdeka Belajar.” Studies in Philosophy of Science and Education, 1(1), 
38–49. https://doi.org/10.46627/sipose.v1i1.9 

Aguilar, A. P. (2013). Emotions as Learning Enhancers of Foreign Language Learning Motivation. Profile Issues in Teachers’ 
Professional Development, 15(1), 109–124. 

Ahmadi, M. R. (2018). The Use of Technology in English Language Learning: A Literature Review. International Journal of Research 
in English Education (IJREE), 3(2), 115–125. 

Barnabas, R. A., Rafli, Z., & Rasyid, Y. (2019). Cognitive and Metacognitive Strategies in Arabic Listening Learning and 
Relationship With Students' Personality. Arabiyât. 6(2), 254–271. 

Bowers, J., & Kumar, P. (2015). Students’ perceptions of teaching and social presence: A comparative analysis of face-to-face and 
online learning environments. International Journal of Web-Based Learning and Teaching Technologies, 10(1), 27–44. 
https://doi.org/10.4018/ijwltt.2015010103 

Brown, A. V. (2009). Students’ and teachers’ perceptions of effective foreign language teaching: A comparison of ideals. Modern 
Language Journal, 93(1), 46–60. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1540-4781.2009.00827.x 

Chun, D., Smith, B., & Kern, R. (2016). Technology in Language Use, Language Teaching, and Language Learning. Modern 
Language Journal, 100, 64–80. https://doi.org/10.1111/modl.12302 

Cook, V. (2019). Challenging Hidden Assumptions in Language Teaching. LEARN Journal: Language Education and Acquisition 
Research Network, 12(1), 30–37. 

Delello, J. A., Hawley, H., McWhorter, R. R., Gipson, C. S., & Deal, B. (2018). Gamifying education: Motivation and the 
implementation of digital badges for use in higher education. International Journal of Web-Based Learning and Teaching Technologies, 
13(4), 17–33. https://doi.org/10.4018/IJWLTT.2018100102 

Dhawan, S. (2020). Online Learning: A Panacea in the Time of COVID-19 Crisis. Journal of Educational Technology Systems, 49(1), 
5–22. https://doi.org/10.1177/0047239520934018 

Djalante, R., Lassa, J., Setiamarga, D., Sudjatma, A., Indrawan, M., Haryanto, B., Mahfud, C., Sinapoy, M. S., Djalante, S., Rafliana, 
I., Gunawan, L. A., Surtiari, G. A. K., & Warsilah, H. (2020). Review and analysis of current responses to COVID-19 in 
Indonesia: Period of January to March 2020. Progress in Disaster Science, 6, 100091. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.pdisas.2020.100091 

Dočekal, V., & Tulinská, H. (2015). The Impact of Technology on Education Theory. Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences, 174, 
3765–3771. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sbspro.2015.01.1111 

Febriani, S. R., Widayanti, R., Amrullah, M. A., & Mufidah, N. (2020). Arabic Learning for Elementary School during COVID-
19 Emergency in Indonesia. OKARA, 14(1), 67–80. https://doi.org/10.19105/ojbs.v14i1.3194 

Febriani, S. R., Wargadinata, W., & Adam, F. M. (2020). Design of Arabic Learning for Senior High School in the 21 st Century. 12(1), 1–
21. https://doi.org/10.24042/albayan.v12i1.5886 

Fong, C. J., Davis, C. W., Kim, Y., Kim, Y. W., Marriott, L., & Kim, S. Y. (2017). Psychosocial Factors and Community College  
Student Success: A Meta-Analytic Investigation. Review of Educational Research, 87(2), 388–424. 
https://doi.org/10.3102/0034654316653479 

Guo, J. (2018). Building bridges to student learning: Perceptions of the learning environment, engagement, and learning outcomes 
among Chinese undergraduates. Studies in Educational Evaluation, 59(April), 195–208. 

mailto:suciramadhantifebriani11@gmail.com


Bahruddin & Febriani                                                            Journal for the Education of Gifted Young Scientists 8(4) (2020) 1483-1492 

 

 1491 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.stueduc.2018.08.002 
Harjali, H. (2019). Building Constructivist Learning Environment at Senior High School in Indonesia. The Qualitative Report, 24(9), 

2197-2214. Retrieved from https://nsuworks.nova.edu/tqr/vol24/iss9/7 
Hart, C. (2012). Factors Associated With Student Persistence in an Online Program of Study: A Review of the Literature. Journal 

of Interactive Online Learning, 11(1), 19–42. 
Hockings, C., Thomas, L., Ottaway, J., & Jones, R. (2018). Independent learning–what we do when you’re not there. Teaching in 

Higher Education, 23(2), 145–161. https://doi.org/10.1080/13562517.2017.1332031 
Islam, M. S., Lecturer, M. A., & English, I. (2019). Bangladeshi University Students’ Perception on Using Google Classroom for 

Teaching English. International Journal of Psycho-Educational Sciences, 8(2), 58. 
Lai, C., Yeung, Y., & Hu, J. (2016). University student and teacher perceptions of teacher roles in promoting autonomous language 

learning with technology outside the classroom. Computer Assisted Language Learning, 29(4), 703–723. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/09588221.2015.1016441 

Lin, C. H., Warschauer, M., & Blake, R. (2016). Language learning through social networks: Perceptions and reality. Language 
Learning and Technology, 20(1), 124–147. 

Mahmudi, A., Febriani, S. R., Hasanah, M., Arifa, Z., Islam, U., Maulana, N., Ibrahim, M., Malang, K., & Timur, J. (2019). 
Classroom Management and Arabic Learning Procsess based on Multiple Intelligence.  Arabiyât. 6(2), 222–237. 

Marinoni, G., Land, H. Van, & Jensen, T. (2020). The Impact Of COVID-19 On Higher Education Around The World IAU Global Survey 
Report. https://www.iau-aiu.net/IMG/pdf/iau_covid19_and_he_survey_report_final_may_2020.pdf 

Mellati, M., & Khademi, M. (2015). The impacts of distance interactivity on learners’ achievements in Online Mobile Language 
Learning: Social software and participatory learning. International Journal of Web-Based Learning and Teaching Technologies, 10(3), 
19–35. https://doi.org/10.4018/ijwltt.2015070102 

Moeller, A. J., & Abbott, M. G. (2018). Creating a new normal: Language education for all. Foreign Language Annals, 51(1), 12–23. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/flan.12310 

Moeller, A. J., & Catalano, T. (2015). Foreign Language Teaching and Learning. International Encyclopedia of the Social & Behavioral 
Sciences: Second Edition, 327–332. https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-08-097086-8.92082-8 

Moleong, L. J. (2007). Metodologi Peneleitian Kualitatif. Rosdakarya Offset. 
Olmanson, J., & Liu, X. (2018). The Challenge of Chinese Character Acquisition: Leveraging Multimodality in Overcoming a 

Centuries-Old Problem. The Emerging Learning Design Journal, 4(1), 1. 
Peeters, W. (2018). Applying the networking power of Web 2.0 to the foreign language classroom: a taxonomy of the online peer 

interaction process. Computer Assisted Language Learning, 31(8), 905–931. https://doi.org/10.1080/09588221.2018.1465982 

Rahman, M. A. (2017). LET : Linguistics , Literature and English Teaching Journal A Review of the Mingle Model as a new technique in Teaching 
Speaking: Indonesia Context. 7(2), 181–194. 

Richardson, J. C., Besser, E., Koehler, A., Lim, J., & Strait, M. (2016). International Review of Research in Open and Distributed 
Learning Instructors ’ Perceptions of Instructor Presence in Online Learning Environments. International Review of Research in 
Open and Distributed Learning, 17(4), 1–14. 

Rusdin, N. M. (2018). Teachers’ Readiness in Implementing 21st Century Learning. International Journal of Academic Research in 
Business and Social Sciences, 8(4), 1293–1306. https://doi.org/10.6007/ijarbss/v8-i4/4270 

Sadiku, L. M. (2015). The Importance of Four Skills Reading, Speaking, Writing, Listening in a Lesson Hour. European Journal of 
Language and Literature, 1(1), 29. https://doi.org/10.26417/ejls.v1i1.p29-31 

Safutri, J. T., Febriani, S. R., & Hilmi, D. (2020). Improvement Of Arabic Language Tearcher Competency Based On Multiple 
Intelligences. Lughawiyyah, 2(1). 

Saptenno, A. E., Tuaputty, H., Rumahlatu, D., & Papilaya, P. M. (2019). The improvement of learning motivation and creative 
thinking skills of senior high school students through modified problem based learning model. Journal for the Education of Gifted 
Young Scientists, 7(4), 1175–1194. https://doi.org/10.17478/jegys.597519 

Slim, H., & Hafedh, M. (2019). Social media impact on language learning for specific purposes: A study in English for business 
administration. Teaching English with Technology, 19(1), 56–71. 

So, S. (2016). Mobile instant messaging support for teaching and learning in higher education. Internet and Higher Education, 31, 32–
42. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.iheduc.2016.06.001 

Swathi, C. H., Phil, M., & Ph, D. (2018). Humanistic Approach to Language Acquisition. 18(49042), 271–275. 
Tortop, H. S. (2014). Gifted students’ views about first stage of the education program for the gifted students’ bridge with 

university (EPGBU). Turkish Online Journal of Distance Education, 15(2), 62–74. https://doi.org/10.17718/tojde.14949 
Watkins, J. (2012). Increasing Student Talk Time Through Vlogging. Language Education in Asia. 

https://doi.org/10.5746/leia/12/v3/i2/a08/watkins 
Yin, R. K. (2003). Robert K. Yin Case Study Research Design and Methods, Third Edition, Applied Social Research Methods Series, Vol 5 

2002.pdf (pp. 1–181). 
Zaharah, Z., & Kirilova, G. I. (2020). Impact of Corona Virus Outbreak Towards Teaching and Learning Activities in Indonesia. 

SALAM: Jurnal Sosial Dan Budaya Syar-I, 7(3). https://doi.org/10.15408/sjsbs.v7i3.15104 
Zauche, L. H., Thul, T. A., Mahoney, A. E. D., & Stapel-Wax, J. L. (2016). Influence of language nutrition on children’s language 

and cognitive development: An integrated review. Early Childhood Research Quarterly, 36, 318–333. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecresq.2016.01.015 

 

  



Bahruddin & Febriani                                                            Journal for the Education of Gifted Young Scientists 8(4) (2020) 1483-1492 

 

 1492 

Appendix 1.  
Interview Questions 

Please answer the following questions in the table according to your situation! 
Aspect Questions 

Learning 
Process 

Is the learning process student-centered or teacher-centered? 

How do teachers explain the material? 

What activities do students do in online classrooms in order to improve language skills (listening, speaking, 
reading and writing)? Please, mention and describe! 

What activities do students do outside the classroom in improving language skills (listening, speaking, reading 
and writing)? Please, mention and describe! 

Are students aware of the language learning process? 

Are students required to master language theory or practical skills in language? Please, give the reason! 

Language 
Acquisition
s 

What are the steps of learning Arabic in your classroom when using online learning? Please, give a clear 
desrcibes! 

What is your learning strategy when you find out what you did wrong in writing? Is there any monitoring from 
lecturers? Please, give me the process! 

Can the process of learning Arabic by online learning increase your acquisition of Arabic vocabulary? 

Can learning Arabic using online learning media improve your writing skills ( كتابة) in Arabic? 

Where do you get reading sources related to the process of learning to read in Arabic? Please, explain the 
process! 

Can learning Arabic using online learning media improve your speaking skills ( كالم) in Arabic? 

Can learning Arabic using online learning media improve your reading skills (قراءة) in Arabic? 

What is your strategy when you find out what your pronunciation is wrong? Is there any monitoring from 
lecturers? Please, give the process and describe! 

Can learning Arabic using online learning media improve your listening skills (استماع) in Arabic? 

How do you find or study new sentence structures when studying online? 

Can learning Arabic using online learning media encourage you to know new sentence structures in the use of 
Arabic? 

How do you confirm new vocabulary in learning Arabic by online learning? 

What material does the teacher adopt in learning using online learning? 

Learning 
Strategies 

What are the learning models used when learning Arabic in the era of COVID-19? 

In your opinion, what kind of learning model was effective during the COVID-19 emergency to assist in 
acquiring Arabic? Please, give the reason! 

What are the learning methods used by lecturers when learning Arabic in the COVID-19 era? Is this method 
effective? Please, give the reason! 

How do you respond when you know the Arabic learning process will be carried out online? 

Can the strategies used by the lecturer increase your interest in learning Arabic? Please, give the reason! 

Are the strategies used by the lecturers to increase your creativity? Please, give the reason! 

Does the learning model used provide opportunities for students to interact well? Please, give the reason! 

Is the learning strategy being student or teacher centered? 

Supporting 
factors and 
inhibiting 
factors 

What factors support success in learning Arabic online in the era of COVID-19? 

What are the obstacles to learning Arabic online in the era of COVID-19? 

How do you suggest learning Arabic using online learning? 

Language 
Error 

What are the forms of students' language errors? Please, give examples and describe! 

How do teachers monitor language errors made by students, both errors in language skills (listening, speaking, 
reading and writing)? 

How do teachers monitor language errors made by students in terms of linguistic elements (sounds, sentence 
structure and vocabulary)? 

What are the students' efforts in monitoring their language errors in speaking and writing skills? 

What factors influence language errors? Mention and describe! 

Are there rewards for students who have good language skills and penalties for students who make language 
error? 

How are the efforts made by the teacher to train and motivate students in foreign languages? 

How are the teachers 'efforts to overcome students' difficulties in foreign languages, especially from the 
psychological aspects of language? (nervous, anxious, lack of confidence, embarrassment, even students who 
do not like foreign languages)? 

Output 
What is the form of student participation in learning foreign languages? Is there compulsion or fun? 

How fluency and fluency do students have after going through the Arabic learning stage using e-learning? 

 


