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Abstract

Arab women and the patriarchal culture are two things that cannot be separated. The influence of globalization and the rate
of information and the Arab Spring revolution have such a profound impact on the identity of Arab women. The issue of
discrimination and emancipation as a manifestation of the effort to re-actualize the identity of Arab women is widely reported
in the media that we can see its progress day by day. This study shows how the media represents the identity of Arab women
in Midan Al-Jazeera, Al-Ittihad, and mawdoo3 which contain problems in the social life of Arab women. As for the social
reality of Arab society, women are positioned as individuals who can begin to actualize themselves. The data were analyzed
by combining the concept of critical discourse analysis approach by Norman Fairclough and Teun A. Van Dijk who divided
the analysis into three dimensions: text (micro), practical discourse (meso), and sociocultural (macro). The results show that
the articles in Arab Media represent the re-actualization of Arab female identity using a specific discursive strategy in each
of the articles. Through the texts in the article, Arab women are represented as free individuals, regardless of the role of
wife and mother, and to have an active contribution to the social and autonomous sphere. It is under the conservative Arab
government agenda toward a more moderate country in the twenty-first century.
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1 Introduction

Nawal El Saadawi in her book expressed her awareness that
Arab women in the past were slaves and oppressed (Saad-
awi 2003). The oppression of the women is not about east
or west, or Islam and other religions, but it was caused by
a classic yet prevalent patriarchal system in human soci-
ety (Saadawi 2011). In this day and age, women are in the
process of restoring the myth of feminism. They begin to
express their freedom blatantly, but unfortunately, they are
not, or have not been able to enjoy the life they want like
men (Beauvoir 2016).
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The identity of Arab women which is developing day by
day can be seen through (re)constructions of the reality by
the media. As time goes by, nowadays Arab women have
gained various recognitions and their role is no longer ruled
out. As proof of this, the news reported by kompas.com, on
September 24, 2017, that the Arabs, as the most conservative
country in managing gender differences issues, have allowed
women to enter soccer stadiums which previously only men
were allowed. Reporting from detik.com on January 12,
2018, a women’s car showroom has been officially opened
in Saudi Arabia after previously being reported on the same
media. Saudi Arabia has also revoked the ban on women
to drive last September 27, 2017. Over the past 27 years,
since November 6, 1990, Saudi women are celebrating a
long-fought movement when 47 women drove in the streets
of Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. Driving was, in fact, not made
officially illegal for women until after November 6, 1990.
“The ladies of November,” as they are known today—mostly
teachers, academics, doctors, professionals, social workers,
and housewives—demonstrated for their right to drive on
Tuesday afternoon (Jarbou 2018). This shows the steps
taken by Saudi Arabia to change the life of the society in
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the general, both men and women and demonstrate a greater
improvement on gender equality and human rights.

Issues of discrimination and emancipation of women
are reported massively by media. Ranging from electronic
media, print media to online media, they provide various
views on this issue. Talk about women becomes important
when dealing with the media. The media is not neutral with-
out value. The media appears with various and diverse con-
tents. Various views and representations given by the media
to an issue are often considered as a truth. As one of the
tools of power, media is expected to have gender awareness
by showing gender-sensitive attitudes and commitments to
place women’s needs and priorities in the center of devel-
opment planning and programs and not to discriminate in
any way. However, discrimination and other adverse condi-
tions that women receive today cannot be separated from the
role of the media that was strongly representing women in
a rather disadvantage manner. Violence and discrimination
that haunt women are because of representation from media
which is still detrimental to women. Most media reports
about women as inferior (Subandy 1998). Geertsema argued
that in era of increasing globalization, women are continued
to be underrepresented and stereotyped in national, inter-
national, and global media (Geertsema 2009). The ques-
tions about media and feminism were attracting to scholars
(Courtney et al. 2020; Mahadeen 2015; Mattoscio and Mac-
Donald 2018; Mendes and Silva 2011).

The practice of discourse in the media has produced an
unbalanced ideological power relations between the social
class; men and women as majority and minority groups. The
difference is represented in the position displayed. The ana-
lytical approach used is critical. Guba in Badara (Badara
2014) stated that a critical approach is an approach that
focuses on dismantling the hidden aspects behind virtual
reality to carry out critique and transformation of the social
structure.

Badara revealed that critical discourse analysis sees lan-
guage as an important factor, how language is used to see
power imbalances in society. Language is not only analyzed
in terms of linguistic features per se, but also in terms of
context-related issues as well. The context in question is
intended as a particular practice, including the practice
of the power to marginalize certain individuals or groups
(Badara 2014).

The relations of women, feminism and media have been
explored in several studies, how women activists and femi-
nist organizations produce, develop, and share resources
online (Courtney et al. 2020; Gajjala et al. 2010; Geertsema
2009; Mahadeen 2015; Mattoscio and MacDonald 2018;
Mustafa-Awad et al., 2021) and in particular research on
Arab women, Arab Spring, and Media (Al-Rawi 2014;
Dashti and Mesbah 2016; Debbagh 2012; Eltantawy 2013;
Jackson 2018; Jarbou 2018; Kaye-Essien and Ismail 2020;
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Newsom and Lengel 2012; Radsch and Khamis 2013; Rah-
bani 2010). These studies shed light on relationship between
Arab Women and Media in global context.

Despite the focus on the Arab Women and Media in
global context, the content of the media specifically what
was written on the text was often neglected. This paper
investigated how the identity of Arab women was repre-
sented on the Arab online Media. The articles were pub-
lished by Midan Al-Jazeera, Al-Ittihad, and mawdoo3 as
Arab online Media that has an ideology of presenting social
problems from young journalist’s point of view. This study
specifically examined two research questions: (1) How is the
discourse on the actualization of Arab women represented in
texts? (2) How is the female subject positioned in the social
reality of Arab society?.

2 Literature review
2.1 Arab women’s identity

Looking to Arabia, or Mecca where Islam was born, we
will find the live burial of girls in the pre-Islamic Arabian
nation. In the period of Jahiliyyah (before Islam), the Arab
community saw the women as inferior. The Arab Jahiliyyah
accepted women with two different events. Most of them
bury their daughters alive because they assume that they
have buried all that is shameful that befalls them. Other pow-
ers are somewhat different, they take care of the child in a
painful and humiliating way. Wives in the Arabian Jahili-
yyah period were inherited like property. Al-Bukhari relates
that if a man died, then his sons have full rights to his wife
(Seif and Said 1988).

Based on the traces of civilization above, it is clear that
patriarchal forces are occurring in almost all of the world. In
the nineteenth century, women could not tolerate the unfair
treatment directed at them for centuries. So in Europe and
the USA, women build the movement of women’s emancipa-
tion. This movement is an effort so that women can take part
in educational institutions. The pioneers of this movement
are Sophia Bryan, France Marry Buss, and Dorothea Beale
in Europe and Lucy Stone in America. They all fight for
women’s human rights (Seif and Said 1988).

Nawaal El Saadawi, one of the Egyptian feminists stated
that in Arabia, argued that patriarchal norms and values
continue to run rampant in homes, on the streets, schools,
mosques, and workplaces, even in the concepts and attitudes
presented by radio shows, television, film, theater, newspa-
pers, and magazines. This is the situation of most women in
Arab countries. Saadawi stated that she as an Arab woman
realized that women were still slaves, still oppressed, not
because they were Arabs or members of Islamic society, but
because of the consequences of the patriarchal class system
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that had dominated the world for thousands of years. Inde-
pendence for women will never be achieved unless they are
united in a political movement (Saadawi 2011).

Experiences and mistakes have led to the growing matu-
rity of women and men who play an important role in pro-
gressive parties and social movements. They need for a
theory of social transformation that connects thought and
action, reason with feelings and emotions, and that can build
a new, higher relationship between men and women in their
struggle for a better world (Saadawi 2011).

The creation of a women’s movement in an Arab country
means that the Arab movement for democracy, progress,
and socialism can make every woman reach a level where
there is a real mass movement. Only the Arabs themselves
can formulate the theories, ideas, and forms of struggle they
need to free them from all forms of oppression. Only with
their struggle can they create a new Arab woman, living
with her originality, being able to choose which is purer and
more valuable in cultural traditions, while assimilating the
progress of science and modern thought (Saadawi 2011).

The reconstruction of classical history will reveal a lot
of political and economic causes that are the cause of the
oppression of the poor and women in society carried out
in the name of morality and religion. There is a connection
between politics, economics, religion, and morals, and it is
not possible to separate from one another (Saadawi 2002).

The events of the Arab Spring empowered men and
women activists to express their dissatisfaction with the
social reality through internet and social media. As women’s
equality, Arab women made some online movements to chal-
lenge stereotypes and old customs. These online movements
portrayed a new identity and character of women who speak
up without fear of being targeted or harmed. Al-Rawi sug-
gest that the events of the Arab Spring led to several reforms
in the Arab world and facilitated the creation of feminist
movements. Social media such as Facebook was used to
promote this kind of online activism and create a collec-
tive secular identity for the members of these movements
(Newsom and Lengel 2012). Sahar Khamis (Newsom and
Lengel 2012) argues, “The prolific online and offline politi-
cal activities of Arab women over the last several months
have contributed a new chapter to the history of both Arab
feminism and the region.” Newsom and Lengel argue that
Arab women’s effort have been noticeable and globally rec-
ognized through social media when they fit within global
and western narrative norms. Feminists have determined it
is possible to build identities online, masked in patriarchal
characteristics so as to access power that generates feminist
ideals (Debbagh 2012). Now, technology has given them
a window to the world, through which they can interact
with many people outside family circle. This aspect driving
the enhanced social role of women (Maestri and Profanter
2017).

2.2 Critical discourse analysis

Fairclough divides discourse analysis into three dimen-
sions, namely text, discourse practice, and sociocultural
practice. In Fairclough model, the text is analyzed lin-
guistically by looking at vocabulary, semantics, and sen-
tence. He also included coherence and cohesiveness, how
the inter-data and between sentiments are combined to
form understanding (Darma 2014). These three dimen-
sions were also stated by Van Dijk (1997) that the task of
discourse analysis to provide integrated descriptions of
three dimensions of discourse: (a) language use; (b) the
communication of beliefs (cognition); and (c) interaction
in social situations.

All of these elements are analyzed to see three things
such as: (a) ideational which refers to certain representa-
tions which want to be displayed in a text that generally
carries certain ideological content. This analysis basically
wants to see how something is displayed in text that can
carry certain ideological content; (b) relations, refers to the
analysis of how the relationship between journalists and
readers is constructed, such as whether the text is conveyed
informally or formally, openly or closed; (c) identity refers
to the particular construction of the identity of journalists
and readers, and how these personalities and identities are
to be displayed and illustrated in the text. Van Dijk (1998)
stated that the identity is a mental representation between
a personal as a unique human being—personal experience
and biography—and social as a member of group that has
representations based on criteria, activities, goals, norms,
values, position, and resources.

Both Fairclough and Van Dijk attempt to connect between
text analysis in micro-level and larger social context, in this
case sociocultural practice. In analysis phase, the three
stages are carried out together. Text analysis aims to analyze
language critically. Discourse practice mediates text with
sociocultural practices. That is, the relationship between
sociocultural and text is indirect and linked to discourse
practice (Darma 2014). Sociocultural context does not only
influence discourse, but also vice versa; discourse may typi-
cally also define or change such characteristics of culture
(Van Dijk 1997).

According to Darma (2014) there are three stages of
analysis:

1. Description, which is to describe the contents and analy-
sis descriptively of the text. Here, the text is explained
without relation to other aspects. The steps taken are as
follows:

e Researchers read and identify the female lexicon in the
text
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e Researchers read and identify sentences related to wom-
en’s discourse in the text

e Researchers record matters relating to women’s discourse
in the text

e Researchers describe the text strategies used in the text
based on the identification of linguistic features in the
text

e Interpretation, namely interpreting the text associated
with the practice of discourse carried out. Here, the text
is not analyzed descriptively. The steps taken are as fol-
lows:

e Researchers search for information related to the text
producer (author) through writing and profiles on online
media pages.

e Researchers write the results of the first stage of the
analysis and relate it to the text producer.

e Explanation, aims to find an explanation for the results
of our interpretation in the second stage. That explana-
tion can be obtained by trying to connect the production
of the text to the sociocultural practices of a media. The
steps taken are as follows:

e Researchers look for data relating to the sociocultural
practices of Arab women through news, research and
relevant books.

e Researchers elaborate on the results of previous ana-
lyzes with sociocultural practices to find the positioning,
motives and representation of women in online media
discourse.

3 Method

This study employs Norman Fairclough’s critical discourse
analysis approach that divides it into three dimensions,
namely text, discourse practice, and sociocultural practice.
In the Fairclough model, the text is analyzed linguistically,
by looking at vocabulary, semantics and sentence. He also
included coherence and cohesiveness, how the inter-data
and between sentiments are combined to form understand-
ing (Darma 2014). This theory attempts to connect between
text analysis at the micro-level and the larger social context,
in this case sociocultural practice. In the analysis phase, the
three stages are carried out together. Text analysis aims to
analyze language critically. Discourse practice mediates
text with sociocultural practices. That is, the relationship
between sociocultural and the text is indirect and connected
with discourse practice (Darma 2014). In text analysis, Fair-
clough (2003) proposes three steps of text analysis, namely
description, interpretation, and explanation. The framework
is the basis for the analysis of the discourse of the actualiza-
tion of the identity of Arab women in the articles written in
Arab online Media.
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Data collection methods were carried out by listening to
the use of spoken and written language. This method has
basic techniques in the form of tapping techniques. In an
effort to obtain data, researchers tap language usage either
orally or in writing. In subsequent practice, the tapping
technique is followed by reading and note-taking tech-
niques, because researchers in this case are dealing with
written language (Mahsun 2005). Van Leeuwen in Badara
(1987) describes a discourse analysis model in revealing
and studying the process of marginalizing a person or
group in discourse. In content analysis stage, he had two
concerns, namely exclusion and inclusion. The first one
consists of the elements such as passivation, nominaliza-
tion, and the substitution of clauses. In contrast, inclusion
consists of the elements such as differentiation, objecti-
vation—abstraction, nomination—categorization, nomina-
tion—identification, determination—indetermination, assim-
ilation—individualization, and association—dissociation.

The data analysis technique used refers to Fairclough’s
analysis framework which includes three dimensions or
three stages of analysis, the description stage is used to
analyze the text in terms of linguistic features, interpreta-
tion stage to analyze the text production process, and situ-
ational context situations that background and explanatory
stages to analyze the relationship between text and socio-
cultural context (Fairclough 2003). On the other hand, Van
Dijk (2001 in El-Falaky 2015) suggest that the domain
of CDA he calls as “theoretical triangle.” His triangle
describes three levels of analysis, namely discourse, cog-
nition, and society. First, discourse covers all the commu-
nicative events whether written or spoken. Secondly, cog-
nition involves personal as well as social cognition, beliefs
and goals and any other mental representation involved
in discourse. Finally, society in the theoretical triangular
includes the local microstructures, societal and political
structures, groups, institutions, systems, and social rela-
tions and processes.

4 Findings and discussion

The reconstruction of Arab Women Role is represented
by discourse strategies such as inclusion identification,
categorization, abstraction, and nomination strategies that
were used in the articles on “Midan Al-Jazeera” online.
Another finding is positive definitions given to women
actors because women are positioned as part of Arab soci-
ety that has equal rights in all matters including the public
sphere.

There are four Laila Ar-Rifa'ie articles eliciting the dis-
course on the re-actualization of Arab women’s identity,
namely:
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1efs 5 g edld sl s S8 odis 1y g sos, " 1 5"
s el 555 )p Cooe o &b glgd ls o st gat
10,95 250 1loess . "Ass o, 1epmes 16 Idg 5 1o ss.”
Women and Political Action in the Countries of the Arab Spring,
“Women's Empowerment”... The Problem of Term and Difficult
Implementation, Is There a Need for a New Feminism Centered on
the Female... “How Elmessiri Viewed the Feminist Movement.”

The topics raised about women and the discourse on the
re-actualization of Arab women identity were considered
attractive, because in 2017, the Arab countries as a con-
servative country made several changes in various aspects,
one of which was in terms of empowering women. The
manifestation of the re-actualization of the Arab woman
identity is shown in the text as a free individual and
regardless of her domestic role as wife and mother has the
right to get a place in political contributions and get the
right to education.

Discourse relating to “women has the right to politi-
cal participation” in the title “IJa 5 5 1Jg pd 1 wesl s S
<db 1Jyest 1Jg ,o¢.” The article as a whole speaks of
women and political practices in Arab Spring countries.
In the text, the author uses association inclusion discourse
strategies which means the author mentions actors in the
text as follows:

— 18 sldgpd ot ms S wodls 1 jomise 1g s

Another inclusion discourse strategy used in this text is
identification discourse strategy as in the following quote:

gt U 1o ele S 1 85 1 ks o s e fie sloaas
Uhye 8 £ Jos abldoel G 0B ez s st ds 1 [Ee o 3 1G
oot o= el e 105 ucou‘—* e fo Sl a0 0o s ¢ Js HHzsd
o' eL-IJuou 1 el s 2 iz elg o8 <t e esd s
1l w3l Ss CJU [ fejuuu° (1JpclJ8 10T s s IJs3,3 3)
-)el ‘u IQ‘LJL}"—‘ L.JJJl‘—‘ UJuAﬁz' Uz_‘)utﬁ C“—'Lﬁ ILSQI Uowlf— Ls‘—‘uc:‘)u
ewla;’UIct—'CICIu IJU»&)‘;» IJngga S U?L"o IS sl Jle @ olale
S |J€¢5|=t5u‘ 335 Jo pUks e 6 b3 ‘Jvtﬁ_,;o et o ¢ Jos
e s 1053dist soses 3 i85 s ¢l 16 3556 1o Ll e
|JC‘J.5?° IJe jsblows G pobds 1Jos 3 |J|JQ~L s0feld L’J(édtél[?’] "ds
Tiodlogs ol 1,5t 1 s 395 fiodnons 0l Wywest 1t ses”
(1JedlJ8 1l sdese 1Js33 3 4)
“The participation of women in national movements has enhanced
the status of women and legitimized their demands in the eyes of
society. Despite this recognition of some of the gains that women
have achieved, women’s agreement to postpone the decision on
their political and social demands after independence has had
unfortunate effects” (Article One, Paragraph 3)

-As soon as the Arab Spring revolutions began, we saw women lead-
ing the scenes of peaceful popular protests in demonstrations and
sit-ins in the squares. The scene of women caught the attention of
many observers at the international level. In this regard, Rose Marie
Wevis, spokeswoman for the British government in the Middle East
and North Africa [3] says: “How I have been amazed by this Arab
Spring, and by the women of the Arab Spring...” (First Article,
Paragraph 4)

The quotation above explained about women’s partici-
pation in the political sphere after the Arab revolution.
After the Arab revolution, the Arabs, especially women,
carried the topic of marginalization, oppression, and injus-
tice and demanded freedom and empowerment especially
in the political and social fields.

Another inclusion discourse strategy used in this text
is the categorization inclusion discourse strategy as in the
following quote:

}‘—“—‘qu_ |e| uIJQwub JL5 }JJE_JLSJ £O le‘ |Jt|Je ulJleJ U%ﬁ |\.a|
S zlool o5 1Jauil b Uowlcﬁdb S el IJVJth—“ 3,508 sl IJ\Jlu
20 15z se 1o |A£n,5° #dlJ o931 0wt s jout Sl jol ook,
shelogep oo e Jo & s ool s ol 21l sde 50
Jel Bloog 35 s Bihe o Jauu o e fo ufﬁluk}m cd owsle
S 1Bl ldeslso slduisl g ¢ fs ool o 1ok IJU,.quNgs ¢Js
lo=,0= e0 £dId S8 s sols )2t ol ddadldle ey
shodle g lde ¢ Jos I old og. U}'dt £ Jos IJI o a1 500 B lo”
03 1 e MJis e Je el pacl sl ) |uaf{JL5 T, 1gde (el
1 sdese IJs3,3 5)

And she continues: “As for me and many women in the world, the
thing that impressed us is the participation of women in these revo-
lutions, and seeing hundreds of thousands of women’s faces during
the Arab Spring. We felt proud and reassured that these revolu-
tions did not wear men’s pants and shirts and did not have a male
character only Rather, women played a similar role to men, whether
in demonstrating in the squares and streets, or engaging in political
activity on the Internet through writing blogs, tweets, press articles,
and keeping the world in touch with the reality on the ground”
(First article, paragraph 5)

The discourse strategy used in the quotation above is
a categorization. Women are explained to have the same
nature and role as men so that women have the same rights
as men. The text also demonstrated that the Arab Spring
revolution was the result of something that was also fought
for by women. But the success of this spring revolution
did not become a spring for women in the political sphere
who did not find their presence actively in several state
institutions and state institutions. Women'’s rights outside
the domestic sphere in fact still have to be fought for. So
this prompted a group of elite Arab women to fight for
these rights. This is in accordance with Riffat Hasan’s
opinion stating that women have rights and obligations
whose portions are “equal” in quantity without having to
think about the logical consequences that are present there
of (Bidayah 2013). In addition, it was stated that the situ-
ation of women in this political community made them
aware of the need to revolutionize the mental and thick
patriarchal systems that are still held by the community.
This also encourages them to emerge feminist models that
are recognized in the political field.

The second article Laila Ar-Rifa'ie entitled “<adise,
IJeJTB” ol ebdr ssg s ©ooeY” using an iden-
tification inclusion discourse strategy. As in the following
quotations:
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e Jl s po £dId I me 6 2 0ssel Glddasles [JJIed 0
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It is not through seeking to provide her with the necessary com-
petence and providing her with real opportunities to achieve the
scientific and professional progress she aspires to serve her family,
social and personal role without conflicting with the legislation
of her religion and the culture of her society and civilization, but
rather through the application of relative quotas that make her equal
to men in everything. Rather, it strips her of her sexual affiliation
and her innate inclinations to be ontologically stronger....(Second
Article, Para. 13)

From the above quotation, it is stated that women’s
empowerment is an effort to overcome the problems of
Arab women who have been in a marginal position. The
empowerment of women is inseparable from the presence
of Western factors which previously had practiced the fem-
inism movement with the agenda of empowering women.

This women’s empowerment departs from the under-
standing of equality promoted. Refuse the existence of
biological discrimination which ends in the surrounding
social discrimination. The implementation of women’s
empowerment is reflected in the nature of being juxta-
posed with women in accordance with the discourse strat-
egy used in the next quotation.

The inclusion discourse strategy contained in this text is
categorization. As contained in the following quote:

G Jol To“iJTtﬂbJ S Tas6 S 1D lad ot e s [JDedse o5 lpslsed
vggﬂ‘)euokg]t I shss_slJedlss izl de Sl s 1Je JIB oo
1B s1d,2d (e le ) Some s e B oo £ dIde Mo 10 s, g sd el
FE 36 ¢ o Il S phle 1o (10pdlde Idelose 1 B
44)

It seems to us that the most useful thing in dealing with the concept
of empowerment is the harmonization between the new term and
social culture, so that the relationship between women and men is
not a struggle through which women seek to focus on themselves
and empower the other under the cover of empowerment, (Second
article, paragraph 44)

The excerpts of the above article can be a good marker
of how women implement the women’s empowerment
agenda and how the text displays it. The discourse strategy
used is the categorization strategy, namely the actors in
this case women are displayed with certain characteristics.
Women are characterized by all forms of participation in
society and politics and women are positioned as respon-
sible and dedicated actors in political activities. This is
one form of reconstruction in traditional understanding
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held by women before, namely the role of women as wives
and mothers. In the above quotations, it is clear that the
author’s bias toward women with our pronouns is clearly
visible.

In the third article with the title “oJ &b 123 )Js o wses?
zs:8” the author of Laila Ar-Rifa'ie used Abstraction
Inclusion to reconstruct the identity of Arab women. The
discourse strategy is related to the depiction of an event
or group of social actors using abstract portrayals. The
word “&e8” is a form of abstraction contained in the title.
Note that the editor does not know the intended “<25,” but
to describe the reader’s understanding of the word used
without having to say it concretely. This understanding
is achieved because of the context that has been present
in the reader that Arabs as a conservative country must
review the concept of feminism in social life.

The discourse strategy used by the author in the second
article begins with an identification discourse strategy that
explains the historical reality of the development of the
Arab world feminism movement and how Islam influences
the movement. This can be seen in the following quote:

w0 Wm0l ddzemsods sogel &, 16 1o
o6 1o Jese g ed sde s 5l el spso Jdodiui sés <elss
1Bl 1o s 6 0% 1Jp iz o pbldos Ul el 68 1Jcs g Bscd
sl s 2 o B Ioouls S g, A 1 ) 1 shogs 1o
S e, 33 sldet ;o (1dpdls Il Jes 1Jod b 12)

Between the forties and fifties, in which women’s rights to education
and work were firmly established and were no longer discussed.
Feminist discourse at this stage exceeded its social demands to
political rights, where women became involved in the national
liberation movements at that time in Egypt, Palestine, and Morocco
(third article, paragraph 12)

The strategy used in the next text is the categorization
strategy it means how women as actors are syndicated
and their relationship with the Arab feminism movement.
With this movement, Arab women try to actualize wom-
en’s identity by restructuring women’s positions that take
into account social and biological differences of view. This
reconstruction discourse is based on women’s awareness
of women’s rights that have not been fully fulfilled. This
is articulated textually as follows:

105 1558 1Rl g 55 10 e 5,502 s s 1 fo ¢ s Tl T
5528 T T efls oo (1edlds el Jes 105 5 19)

-tJtﬁ [ |J|u~kil|;‘5 u..,))b L,»_Jog;e Qs loe 2o U?CC‘J‘ té‘gd'é el el
£330 1Jsg 1 oo ss® £ s o 02 1dp sl pel 0 B ol puelpl
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-Absolute individualism, complete freedom, and the refusal to charac-
terize a woman as a mother, wife, sister, or daughter (third article,
paragraph 19)

-However, Professor Suzan Ibrahim believes that it is unfair to neglect
what feminist calls have achieved on some levels regarding the
contributions of educated women in changing the perception of
women’s education at an early age in some Arab societies, in addi-
tion to a change in the perception of issues related to women such
as their going out to work, and their participation on political life
(third article, paragraph 27)

The discourse strategy used in the next quotation is the
nomination discourse strategy, which is a discourse strategy.
The text explains how Arabs actually respond to women’s
issues from a historical point of view and efforts to build
justice for women as part of the progress of the Arab nation.
The effort was realized with the new feminism movement
that is based on the needs of the Arabs. A discourse that
reviews the privacy space of Arab women on the basis of
international feminism without removing the values of the
Arab nation. This is reflected in the quotations of the fol-
lowing text:

500 I e Bl 105G ool 109G, 07 Tool ool wrles s
|C‘—‘ |t cl“|u OgvIs POPBA to CJ‘J° uquLS° ?u‘L‘Jd" fO |c‘—‘té|C|‘—‘
IJaJla 1Jg yois® Alual‘ SGse o3 Izl £ Js S o531 r o5 msh JJaJla
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(1JedlJs 1Jeldese 1Jasd 3 32)

Through the data mentioned in the report, we find that we need
to create a feminist discourse emanating from a feminist move-
ment stemming from the needs of Arab women themselves. This
discourse is based on deepening the specificity of Arab women and
provides common ground with global feminist movements, which
produces a global discourse that does not exceed the basic feminist
need with slogans loosely, the nodal, intellectual, and value struc-
tures are exposed to disruptive vibration (third article, paragraph
32)

In the fourth article entitled “lJ<e _,@Jj zsd UTQ&»@.. "o
ULJ |Je s y8 JJcJuﬂE IJowses? &7 Laila Ar-Rifa'ie recon-
structs the identity of Arab women using Nomination Iden-
tification discourse strategy. The discourse strategy is related
to the description of an event or group of social actors by
giving clauses as explainers. A clause in the form of the
question “des &b | e w16 JJz 28 1Jo v st ¢ as the sec-
ond proposition is an explanation of the first proposition of
“ld<e _,ﬂ Dzsd IJTde ” The second proposition explains the
focus of the problems that arise on the agenda of “IJ<a &5
z3Jd IJluud This explanation presents the suggestion that
the discourse on womanhood is an important component in
the social life of Arab society.

The contents of the third article from Laila Ar-Rifa'ie
begins with a description of women’s awareness of their
role in the domestic sphere which is often considered
worthless because they are not paid. The revolution that

was marked by the rapid development of social media had
a negative impact on Arab women who felt inferior to what
they did. Some texts related to this include the following:

pE sy8 |Jeb);e|u Adloslz ¢, IJeouact ¢ Jos s ulisd Il o
|Jlz<els s ‘—‘uj_ 0% IJU 5 wdurtJ& OB ush IJols 1Jg ladl
S LIy jEe adih e' Lﬁdm o SoasDs 3o Bod AJ 30l Jele
e £ Jse Sldssows e I lomg Fleg s , 1Geses 10 £ 5
ez g ..o (1pdlJ8 1 jlog 3¢ 3,3 3)

With the information revolution and uncontrolled openness on social
media, this view is negatively reflected on the psyche of women
working in their homes, despite the hardship, importance and lofty-
ness of what they do above all, but it is judged inferior because it
is not subject to the value standards that have invaded society.....
(Fourth article, paragraph 3)

The social conditions that occur make Arab women
movements actualize themselves in the midst of the flow of
modernism and the deconstruction of thoughts that occur
in society. One of these efforts is carried out by women
through movements that reach out to the privacy of women
in a container called feminism. Feminism is a movement
that departs from the study of the position of traditional
and modern women in the sphere of society. Driven by the
concept that the history of human civilization is a place
where women try to free themselves from male domina-
tion. One expression of women in reconditioning them-
selves is to break away from their qodrat identity as wife
and mother. This is seen in the following text:

JUJJ |J|c}U S wis IJe‘,ID "l fi S 1Jl_ehdlz Jfoel JI < ¢ Jus
"|J|P—UJJC‘>—- IJIC“‘—UCUGU" |Ju<5 gaJuo| }Uutﬁ Jo| 35
225 sl Ul 1 zalg 10k s’ e (e s 1 oo 36 S5 3
10)

In any case, the woman becomes a “woman” in the terminology, but
it does not denote the “mother—wife—sister-beloved” that we
know and who has an independent role within the framework of the
universal human community (Fourth Article, paragraph 10)

In the quotation, the author uses an identification strat-
egy with several clauses that explicitly have deconstructed
the position of female actors in society through the mean-
ing of the word “la, 5.7

Regarding this, Bosnian President Ali Izetbegovic
responded that this was the beginning of renewing the
identity of women by releasing their “motherly” identities
whose positions were irreplaceable. The values of freedom
that women call for can result in the collapse of family
values and detachment from religious and moral ties.

IQ IJea IJeJIa e S0 IJea oo we 1Jg e, 1dzases JIJquf_a o SOless
eI Il el 103 g ) sl ztol. sl s Tsoalo s
‘—'g,Jnée 10,20 o GO e of 0= po la IJle g =|5J
I Aol 3¢ 0 1w 2 10548 Siel 1o s e, =0 11 e 3
}uc ‘Jo a|cJ Ut‘ﬁla IJ&'P”‘ ol Aﬁedu IQ LSL}'“I & UJCJ S u«,_;u*tﬁ“
IS 568 50 w0 zes e, B 105 s (10l 5 1 log 5 GG 3
15)
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The crisis of women is part of the human crisis in the modern era,
stemming from the increasing rates of consumption, which drives
the rhythm of our lives. The man must also be re-educated so that
he acquires some experiences of fatherhood, and living within the
family and the community, which are the experiences that man has
lost with the erosion of the family and his movement within public
life; With this, the man can participate in the upbringing of children
and closely examine the efforts of the woman in education (Fourth
article, paragraph 15)

In the next text, it is stated that the women’s liberation
movement and the crisis they experienced were part of the
crisis of modern life, one of which could be pursued by pro-
viding training in care for men and the experience of liv-
ing in families and communities with the aim that men can
synergize with women in terms of parenting so women can
have an opportunity to get an education. This was also done
by Huda Sha’rawi with Egyptian Feminist Union (EFU) who
always tried to urge the Egyptian government so that women
could continue their studies at a college (Sugiyono 2013). In
this quote, women are positioned the same as men so there
is no marginalization in the text.

In an article entitled “3ss? so w38 sges@.0d ¢
IJ,zd 0l IJp _,TB‘-',” the author begins with a discourse strat-
egy of inclusion, namely mentioning the main actors who
are discussed and followed by a categorization nomination
marked by the mention of women’s characteristics as strong,
independent and wise individuals. These characteristics are
often assigned to men. This is one example of a re-actualiza-
tion of the identity of Arab women, which at first was seen
as a weak subject, but has now changed.

Apart from that the categorization nomination inclusion
strategy is also found in the following quote:

52 £ s 1O Tolpor oot Ssai5.3 Jezasg 3 2o ) el
"lde I 1Y sl s wldo Sl wsls sloaz: ozo Gusals
e olehn s3I el £ Wyl 1S hed s
-Hslua | o oyl 6 o IJIJMIU lJes Coosg 1o 1 jos JSzow
lJa JIb e mde 1 s sl Sl seste SsBsd: 05006 Jslisle
e dhe: 1Joo0iss g lsdese o=tk Ideg et (1513¢)¢ Slows
QUJOI }dd}J \u éuld ewudJlu “—'|~Jo|‘—' 23O )td‘ Ct._]}l O
psese Il w2BJIJess )35 SisUl eos )| ssag s J w8t 56,6
To 1k "Strong Independent Woman" Ig_, zesds shost s sdl g
s Lo Ao oldecsese 10 wduse

On the screen appears in front of them a video call of a group of
“independent” women who ask with clear displeasure: “We are
beautiful, successful, independent women.” It is a pyramid, its
three corners: family upbringing, society pressure (reality), and the
female itself. He says that there are “trivial” independents without
awareness, they made the concept of independence and strength
something repulsive and ridiculous, and he believes that the “Strong
Independent Woman” is beautiful and natural. It is not ironic, if it is
in the proper sense

From the data above, there is a repetition of the word
“IJe p»=3JI=” which means independent woman. Besides,
the nature of independence is also associated with the
word “Sd sl 1 a5 slJ3ss” wise in thinking and strong.

@ Springer

This shows that women in general and Arab women in
particular have positioned them as strong individuals and
are equal to men.

The use of a differentiation inclusion strategy is also
seen in the following quote:

PEE) PRSP POt AP Ious [ doad an5dl Jisdle e,
20 10980 1ot & 1% $Gao Ié JcJ Josges sddoe sro To
e G Bsa 7 550 s Jlee jleJIa S ,lol st spolos b Jo Slise Jo o
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It suffices that I have married you that I have given you a decent
house, and much of the natural introduction of any man to his wife,
but he likes to be glorified even without any reason, and a woman
whom he sees as strong and competitive will not give him that
glorification!

In the quotation above, it appears that there is a strat-
egy of differentiation discourse in which a man believes
that his ability to provide for, provide a house and marry
a woman makes a woman have to perfect her devotion
to her husband. Meanwhile, women who have strong and
competitive characteristics are judged by men to not obey
men. Men as the hegemonic make the position of strong
and independent women in this case represented not well.

In an article entitled “zo=s, &3l sgdes < dl pg 53l
bl jless IJe_,Ia,” the author describes the challenges faced
by Emirati women in the scientific and cultural fields
(literature). During this period Arab women have shown
active contributions to writing in a wide variety of fields.
However, this is accompanied by the challenge of limited
laws and regulations governing the production process
in the scientific and literary fields. However, this is not
too much of a barrier due to the lack of discrimination
between men and women, support from the government
and objective assessments. Although there was a minority
who disagreed with the new role of women at this time,
this could be stopped by the scholarship and achievements
produced by Arab female scholars.

The dominant discourse strategy used in this article is
inclusion, namely mentioning the main actor in the sen-
tence, which in this case is an Arab woman. In addition,
the strategy used is association, where the main actor
is linked with the group. As contained in the following
quotes:

IJeJTE Il lis 1Jis 50 S pwoe o le Jsb s ezl 1o g Jeus
SJldsa G rdsde 1Jeto 563

e B 1l st T puonss s el 100, 10 Joes o o3, o 386 25
SBSE S8l s ol sag pel Ssedoel oy 34

Sldeyle s se | oo™ pdeed 58ls 3 ¢ Jus £ 50= 10 el o odlob
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£ds zoso 1J< S 3G oA, 1o ot
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Emirati women today actively contribute to the fields of scientific
thought and authorship in its various fields

Emirati women have contributed in the fields of scientific thought in
an honorable way, as the leadership stood by their side, supported
them and enabled them to do so

Women today have become inspired and able to face challenges with
firmness and determination, as they are pioneers in thought, culture
and word, and their letters are written on the forehead of history and
the conscience of humanity

Emirati women have become an essential partner in the fields of
scientific thought and authorship in its various fields, and their
writings have become an important addition in the scientific and
cultural fields

In some of the quotes above, it is found that actors in this
case Arab female thinkers are associated or linked to other
larger groups, namely “IJll l<s? |Jp _,T‘é” which means Arab
women in general. This shows that all Arab women generally
have the same opportunity in terms of knowledge. Women
thinkers in the United Arab Emirates have believed that they
are able to face the challenges and pressures that occur and
become the pioneers of thinking for the advancement of civi-
lization. Their presence has been taken into account because
of their intellectual value and responsibility. The challenges
and obstacles that will be faced will not become obstacles
but instead become new beginnings for learning.

In an article entitled “lJa JTB sslisd 1Jlg Jle,” the author
describes two topics, namely about women and their rela-
tion to information media. Today, the media is a means for
empowering women in various fields. It is hoped that the
media will be able to change people’s views and behavior
regarding the negative image of women. Even so, not all
media are able to position women as partners in the devel-
opment of civilization, this is indicated by the small num-
ber of women who are directly involved as mass media
correspondents.

The reasons for the limited issues of women in the media
include the lack of awareness of the roles, rights, problems
and status of women in society. One way to overcome this
is with government support in creating public discussion
spaces that can be accessed by women, giving access to
women to network on a wider scale and create programs
aimed at enhancing the image of women in the media.

From the analyzed text discourse, the actors in the text are
represented in three forms, namely differentiation, determi-
nation, and association.

uu-’J Tos a)Jdb e U..|ag5° J*—‘ngsu |J9J|B PO |Juoju" u(ﬁ s
el 5250t 6 23,0 S8 1 12 Jselol Uloel s 15
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304 J1 310 el 236 Il e oo 0 el 101 Jles ¢l G o pslls
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Great international efforts are being made to empower women to
advance in all fields and activate their role in societies. Believing
that it is a first and essential partner in achieving the goals of devel-
opment and renaissance, but despite that, there is still a good part of
the media discourse that is unable to keep pace with that

In the quote above there is differentiation, in this case,
the hegemonic actor is the government that has sought to
empower women in the field of cornering media actors as
parties who do not balance it with positive news of female
actors and still limiting women by presenting negative ste-
reotypes that do not take into account the great potential
that women have.

Seo dedlz sz 5 B8 B db eo Idowls Gl I ¢ Js 13 e sd M
IJBole 1Jzasss dd<g led ep o sdszesl 1dag Jsel sl el
It is noticeable that there is a small group of women who are able to
access new technologies and deal with information and communi-

cation technology

The strategy used in the quote above is determination,
namely the abstraction or vagueness in representing female
actors as a small group who are able to access new technol-
ogy and deal with information and communication technol-
ogy. This is probably because the author does not have suf-
ficient evidence to write so it is safer to write with a small
group who also indirectly asks the government to prepare
and support programs that allow women to access resources
related to new communication technologies.

20 Iols sdeael Io s’ oo sl 3s jop ¢ Jis 105 m5d 1o
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Of women and women’s organizations to increase their ability to
access and exchange knowledge and information with others

Many women’s civil society networks and women’s organizations
were able to increase their skills in several areas, such as communi-
cation, conducting research, and learning about the approach taken
in women’s organizations in different places

The strategy used in the quote above is association,
namely Arab female actors, in this case represented by
groups, namely the use of the word “lJo_l¢”” which means
plural and “lJaobale l[Jowlse®” which means women’s
organization. This suggests that women are entirely to
improve their ability to access knowledge and information
and exchange with others, and to spread their ideas widely
and quickly.

In this stage, micro-analysis or interpretation is done to
find out the background of the appearance of the text, for
whom the text is produced, the position of the text writer
and the reader, and find certain ideological values contained
in the text.
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In the first article written in January, Laila Ar-Rifa'ie
raised the theme of the role of women in the political sphere
after the Arab Spring revolutionary event. In the second arti-
cle written in February, Laila Ar-Rifa'ie raised the theme of
women’s empowerment and its implementation in society.
The third article written in April spoke of the discourse of
deconstruction of feminism in Arabia. The fourth article
written in July is about the problem of feminism from Al-
Massiri's point of view.

Based on the researchers interpretation of the background
of the production of texts produced by this author is influ-
enced by a patriarchal culture that is still firmly rooted in
conservative Arab society. The revolutionary events of Arab
Spring become a springboard for Arab women to actual-
ize themselves and reconstructing their image or identity in
the public domain so that women fight for equality through
emancipation or feminism. So that in the text the dominant
author places women as subjects not objects.

The position of the text writer in the depiction of social
reality has a role as a subject / actor. This is because the
writer is a woman who works as a journalist and comes from
Syria which means it is very close to the reality of Arab
women so it is very clear that the ideas presented in her
writings tend to voice the fate of women toward a better one.

In some texts, the author uses the pronoun “us” which
shows the communication between the writer and the female
reader. The existence of this alignment was born from the
understanding that occurred between the author and the
intended audience. As for the ideology contained in the text
is the ideology of feminism, which voices gender equality
regarding the role of women in the public sphere.

Laila Ar-Rifa'ie, when referring to her background as a
journalist in the social field, is closer to the lives of Arab
women. In addition to discussing the actualization of Arab
women, Laila wrote about the lives of Arab women in war
zones such as Syria. Laila’s writings strengthen her identity
as part of a female journalist who brings the ideology of
feminism in her writings.

Based on the results of the analysis of the description
stage, it appears that the editorial of Midan Al-Jazeera in
positioning women in superior position and generally use
inclusion discourse identification, categorization, abstrac-
tion, and nomination strategies. In connection with this
research, the definition given to women actors is a positive
definition because women are positioned as part of Arab
society that has equal rights in all matters including the pub-
lic sphere. For example, women who contribute to the politi-
cal realm, the appearance of different Arab women figures
who dare to bring change, the identification of women who
are built with scientific development, intellectual readiness
and better education. This was done in an effort to make
women able to answer the broader domain.

@ Springer

Globalization development and the flow of media that
cannot be stopped, made women and scholars fight against
patriarchal hegemony. The resistance is carried out by
deconstructing ideology so that the ideology of feminism is
born which voices gender equality.

The agenda motivates women to contribute more than the
domestic domain (home and family). Women as women are
defined as individuals who are free to actualize themselves
in the public domain.

The efforts of feminists in actualizing women’s identi-
ties are evidenced in various women’s communities both
nationally and internationally. Reporting from Midan.com,
that in 1945, Jordan made unity of Jordanian women to han-
dle all forms of female discrimination. In 1953, the Bahrain
Women’s Club was founded with a group of upper class
women. A popular democratic organization representing Pal-
estinian women was founded in 1965. In 1975, the United
Arab Emirates formed a General Women’s Union which
supervised the league of Arab countries which had been
assisted by the West. These organizations basically have the
same outline that they exist to fight for women’s equality in
political, social and economic terms. In the course of the
struggle, women get challenges and obstacles from within
and from outside.

According to Ghozali (2011), among the causes of wom-
en’s problems in classical politics in the Arab world are:
Patrilineal Culture, conservative interpretation of religion,
historical factors, women’s education, fear in the face of con-
troversy, family dimensions and experience factors.

The Arab Spring is a phenomenon that turns the autoc-
racy system of the Arab world toward a democratic sys-
tem. Although the process toward democracy is not easy
and requires a long time, in this phase, people can voice all
their demands, women’s recognition of their rights, law and
constitution as a country, shows that even though it is still
far away, there is a system that is trying to be built (Yasmine
2015).

Reported from www.theguardian.com, Faizah Sulimani
(29), a protest leader in Yemen, said that their demands are
somehow similar to men, starting with freedom, equal citi-
zenship and giving women a greater role in society. She said,
“Women smell freedom at Change Square where they feel
more welcomed than ever before. Their fellow (male) free-
dom fighters are showing unconventional acceptance to their
participation and they are actually for the first time letting
women be, and say, what they really want.”

The Monitor’s view stated that their involvement starts
with showing women that granting their rights is good for
their economic freedom, self-worth and safety. Many women
privately endorse greater freedoms, but hesitate to lobby
publicly for them. They fear they may bring shame on their
families.


http://www.theguardian.com
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The Arab women participation in the movement of Arab
Spring has painted a new picture of them, they are not just a
housewife, and not just a wife, or a mother, but a partner in
the present and the future. They are rebellious and strongly
demanding the rights of everyone, offering sacrifices, fac-
ing death in order to liberate the Arab world (Rabadi 2014).

One way to fight for their rights is not only by going
to the field, but also by actively contributing in the world
of information and media. Laila Ar-Rifa'ie was one of the
young Syrian journalists who fought for women’s rights
through writing among other well-known Arab feminists
such as Qasim Amin, Nawal El Saadawi, Zaynab Fawwaz
Al-'Amili, Nazirah Zayn al-Din and others. In addition in the
nineteenth century, there was a phenomenon of the prolifera-
tion of “Media Women” especially in Egypt and Lebanon,
including Hind Nawfal's Al-Fatat (November 1892), Rosa
Antoun's Majallat al-Sayyidat wa-1-Fatayat (1903), Mustafa
'Abd al Raziq's Al-Sufur (1915), Nabawiyyah Musa's Tar-
qgiyat al-Fatat (1923) and Munirah Thabit's Al-Amal (1925)
(Traboulsi 2003).

The sacrifice of these feminist fighters paid off, because
the Crown Prince of Saudi Arabia, Mohammed bin Salman
has made new breakthroughs in the Arab world with no
exception in terms of women’s development. Reported on
www.cnnindonesia.com on October 25, 2017, at Riyadh's
Future Investment Initiative forum, Prince Muhammad bin
Salman said, “We promised to return the Saudis to true
Islam, a moderate and open Islam for all religions and civi-
lizations world.”

This was realized with the issuance of driving licenses
for women. In September 2017, the regulation also allowed
women to go to cinemas, stadiums, showrooms, driving
schools, got driving licenses and were permitted to work as
tour guides. These are of a clear evident of the actualization
of Arab women’s identity in social life.

The Indonesian Ambassador to Saudi Arabia via CNN
Indonesia, Agus Maftuh Abegebriel said: “This (fighting
for women's freedom) is also proof that Saudi leaders have
slowly taken their country toward a real moderation by giv-
ing women rights,” this also confirms that the Saudis have
entered into a major change in the twenty-first century.

5 Conclusion

The manifestation of the actualization of the identity of Arab
women can be observed through the online media of Midan
Al-Jazeera, one of which was written by a Syrian journalist
Laila Ar-Rifa'ie. Through these articles, Arab women are
shown as individuals who are free from their roles in the
domestic realm as a mother and wife, those who have the
right to get better education and have a place in the politi-
cal sphere. In general, based on the analysis results of the

description stage, the discourse strategy used appears that
the editor of Midan Al-Jazeera positioned women in supe-
rior positions and generally using the discourse of inclusion
identification, categorization, abstraction, and nomination
strategies. In connection with this research, the definition
given to women actors is a positive definition because
women are positioned as part of Arab society that has
equal rights in all matters including the public sphere. For
example, women who contribute to the political realm, the
appearance of Arab women figures who dare to bring dif-
ferent changes, the identification of women who are built
with scientific development, intellectual readiness and better
education. This was done in an effort to make women able
to answer the broader domain.

The discourse is in line with what was revealed by Fati-
mah Mernissi regarding the participation of women his-
torically not as historical objects but as historical subjects.
Mernissi stressed that Islam affirms the idea of individuals
as subjects who have freedom and awareness for sovereignty
that will remain as long as they are alive. Based on various
sources and historical works written by scientists, it was
revealed that women have a very significant role in the for-
mation of Islamic culture and civilization, not only limited
in the political sphere, but also socially, culturally and others
(Munfarida 2014). The statement was showed that she was
completely envious to western women who can integrate and
manage their past with modern era (Wahid 2000).
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